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U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

~A'RR~~~~R 
January 26, 2007 

577 S6UTH lj-HORNHILL ROAD 
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92264 7884 

/4ject: WHITE, WAL TEA F/FIRST 20 SERIALS PLUS 
1941-1942 AND 1954-1/.95 . . · 

FOIPA No. 1036354- 000 if{;j /~O -J2~~ l/ ( 
Dear Requester: I ,,I ·:; 9 ··· 2 z, --~ 

I// = o/-12 - ,? T 
The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 

United States Code, Section 5521552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 

Section 552 

181(b)(1) 

D(b)(2) 

D(b)(3) _______ _ 

D(b)(4) 

D(b)(5) 

181(b)(6) 

D(b)(7)(A) 

D(b)(7)(B) 

181(b)(7)(C) 

D(b)(7)(D) 

D(b)(7)(E) 

D(b)(7)(F) 

D(b)(8) 

D(b)(9) 

85 page(s) were reviewed a d 83. page(s) are being released. 

Section 552a 

D(d)(5) 

D(j)(2) 

D(k)(1) 

D(k)(2) 

D(k)(3) 

D(k)(4) 

D(k)(5) 

D(k)(6) 

D(k)(7) 

• Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been: 

• referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

• referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

181 You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information 
Appeal" or "Information Appeal." Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

• The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s) . 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s) . 



Enclosure(s) 

If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

• See additional information which follows. 

Sincerely yours, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

Serial Description~ COVER SHEET 

Total Deleted Page(s) ~ 2 
Page 32 ~ bl 
Page 72 ~ 
Illegible 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Dele~ed Page(s) X 
X No Duplic~tion Fee X 
X for th1s P~ge X xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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EAT:DS 

C'h~ .msrtcan ,abal~Y 
J,OrHtOrJ; Ln-:olcmd 

tt~~~------~ 

• 
I { 

(t 
n I c;>tc~!,cr U, .. ~<:. !Jr., , alter .'hi"tc, 

i,~ecnJ.tiu~ , acretJ;r,, o., tl1C" ... Ylitional ,u.Dctatian 
/ or t":.ti . ~<!uance11cnt o/ Color cc: l'eopl c, called 
ot 'IJ:J oJ.;"tc~ a,id auut~td a., t~o.t he i~ r:iattno 
c trtp tf-,rough vartor.w ~at·Uc:·rontr tn con11catto11 
t ith ht4,, o.r/t -:,'S ul G,cttvitti~8" 1~'1l:J.<:ecl tn J.!r. 
,. h, tc 'tJ , itncrar., ::,JJJ. bl :; ctnp in .. ,o, .~6n ontt 
I hat>t: .. ;urniL.-hcd ~im liJi-th ; 11ur nor.le ,md su~".'eated 
tr~at h~ aet 1n t!>uch clth J,iou. ! !r. :: IH'!e ha• · ··] 
beon f"t•ndl!J ane a-?operati~ve LJtth -:he ,'?ur~·~u and 
1 L0c::1t 1'"J te $,,rr tt•tit l.'?U are ve1·J c,urte.:,u~ c: 1:d ,, 
pl. •uac,. i to fl"•• 

Mr. Tohon __ _ 
Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 
Mr. Clegg __ _ 
Mr. Coffey __ 
Mr. Glavin __ 

b6 
b7C 

NED 

Mr. Ladd __ _ 

Mr. Nichols __ 
,,./ I,.,,.,.. 

Mr. Rosen ___ ,,,..
1 

,. ,,. ~ ,r, ,.,.,.,... • f') 
Mr. Tracy '•'' ,.,, "'" .,.,., .1., •" 

f) • ''l' ,, l'OUCJJ ' Mr. Carson tt 6c• • •, ,. , 
Mr. Ebrbo __ _ 
Mr. Hendon __ 

Mr. McGui~r'Qjnfi1{Lj ____ _ 
Mr. Mumford .' N I 

1
\'

1C.'ITW~.~ \f.C noru 
Mr. Piper /11/i' A 1 , , q 

.. - I L- 'I J )) 

Mr. Q\unu. Tam :t 
Mr. Neue ) 1 srr) 2 ~ l~Fi> _,),lt 

Mi as Gandy__ . \\J 

!~~ 
~ED~E"=RII_L,.,.B~UR~1Ei~/\U~OF IIW[STIG1,TIC, ,

1
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I 4 DO-II Mr . ~son_ • 
Mr.____:... 
wrl. , ogit ___ " 

JJT': F:B 
Mr. Coffey __ _ 
Mr. Glavin __ _ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

A~_{{) ~:: ~!:;:h-r A Mr. Tt'.lcy __ _ 
Mr. Cal'Son __ _ 

Mr. Hendon_-,--_ 
Mr. Mumford_' __ 
M1·. Harbo __ _ 
Mr. Starke __ _ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

'l'ole. Room 
1Jej'crcnce is made to the attached let ·cer r?'.lted l\.fr. N~alle 

Sop~~(mb~r 15, 1U43, J'rnm Arthur h. Spingarn, l'res irlrnt o,rJ;i·sp Beahm __ _ 
the, M1,·tional Jlcsociation for the Advancement of Colorr>cl _8't! - G=H' Y---&-. _ 
<~op . a, in 1~1hich he rf?~_ll.e~t :h~ ~('sti"nonial lrrf; ,·r,r from -:;h __ J - .. #r.J\ 
hirec ·tor, rhract~,1 to a,]ter .lhi-te, 'Secretary o.f th 0 t i&fAI ·c· . 
hssocin,tion, on the occasion n.f 'lhite 'r, coT/1,,,,zqtion of P5 ~ "' , ·. ~ { 
r . _, l · th -· , ' · ' 1 ' 0, S(Jr'V1,CC t: 11''T"Pl'17, •• , I , /1. 

/. rr,view of' i,he fl 11rGau .files vn,s .,r,ade in C'Jnncc-f;io~-..._n, ,., 
.:. 'r • · hit c, an ty i i, is i n t I" r"' .st in :7 to ri n ·tr> t hrr t 111 c no n n I; 1• a v I" c n,-1, in 
filr' nn h,i.,,,. ThPrr rire rn,nny many sPc rir>,f/?rr;ncfJs, r,}J o/' 1•·hich .. -,,-t~tn 
in :,;in m(l,9-/; ,,n.rt -/,o his '"'Ctivitir>B cnnc..,rninr thr ,>ir.ccird,;ion. 

0n ~/?Vr;r~l occa~trns he ~as bqnn in to s~c ~hn D£rn~tor cnn-
c .. rni.nr, u,,., CrJ,SPS th.'-rt UJe had un~cr invc.~tfr,ation inuoZvir,r civil r i ,,1•, ':.s. 

'!'he J'ilc.s r/?flect that he is a militant type of indi1;"i.dual 
and is active in every conce£va~le progr(lm in 11,hic'•. -f-!,e lett;nrm~nt r;J' 
the JVerrro race mipht bo involved. In such 11tJ,rticipation, of oo,~r.1c, 
ho is al1aped to have made numcro~s statemqnts which arc of critic~l 
r.,citnr 1

' oJ va1°ious individuals. Ji"l. example of this would be /;he 
Detroit riot case in uhich ha is alleped to have placed the tZamc 
therefore on lhe lack of intelli91nt ad.minis 1,ration or lau; "!nforo ' .,i~n-/; 
in the city., as well as /;he 2llc;1ation ~';hn.t 11'i.fth Co.Z 1;rini.sm ''"lS £1 ::1; inc' 
l/,. r. C1ntirc 0,J/uir. 

; hitc has a_),JarC'nily incv.rra:,' tha s 11,spicion of m•irr-1) .an :u, 
o(' L,n'1,·u,z,, ''r>in,~, communistic., alUt0u~7h this is not (Y,('_ 1"inii;(IJ.,..,1 ';'"'·n. 

I-t is believed ihat ct very ouaraed an,7. cautious .s i;1 tr>.n,..,n t CrJ 1t~1- .,,,, /'• 
m1,dc, and wo1!ld certainly do ·/,ha lmrea•t no harTfl., JJr1,·{; 111('1 t/,] i nri ~h­
olher r1(1,nd aid 11,s in our relations i·ith tha J ~~lro race. 

\; ,1\ 
ALL !NFORMAT!ON CONTAINEDEesp~i~;g;<~~ ., .-.~, 
HER-i:- l p ·s u '. r,, A "SJFJED _..,______.__.__~_v t !'i K 

DATE;_·~;/,g/q:'J BYJMC;s&ml-- -----..--.---r.:r.ll.;~ QC! 8 i\l43 ~~c 
.:! t t.a cfrnz,..,nt 7 

\ \,- -.. :::. - -

(Q (, ·1 ·~•,vf,\ \ ... 'i.'r-
l , 

( INFORMATIVE MEMORANDUM - NOT T'O Br' 8ENT "fO nu.s f11/0'l'l0N) 
/ 



NATIONAL OFFICERS 

PR£SIOIINT 
ARTHUR B. SPING,.RN 

CHAIRMAN OF' TH£ BOARD 
DR, LOUIS T, WRIGHT 

AC:TIHGI CHAIRMAN OF TIIE SOARD 
HON, CHARLES E. TONEY 

\/ICE.PRESIDENTS 
NA•Y NCI.loo BETHUNE 
NAIOIII H, 8URROUGl!s 
GOOFRlf LO~LL CABOT 
Holl, A1m1u11 CAPPER 
OIi. WALTER GRAY CRUMP 
IIINGP JOHN A, G11EGG 
,iQ. J4»111 HAYNES HOLMES 
llotJ, lu W. JAYNE 
RIV, A. a.AnoN POV/ELL 
6111, 'fHIODOAI! ROOSEVELT 
OIWALO GARRISON VILLARD 
WU.t.lA.11 Al.LIN WHITE 

lllUSURER 
MARJ WHITE OVINGTON 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Atlanta 
Balllmore 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Bosron 
Charleston, W. Va . 
Chicago 

Cleveland 

Eugene M. Martin 
Corl Murphy 
Dr. E W. Taocart 
Dr. lohn a. Holl 
T. G. Nutter 
Earl B Dickerson 
llishop W. J Walls 
Hon. Horry E. Dovi, 
L. Pearl Mitcholl 

Des Moines, la. S. Joe Brown 
Delroil Louis C. Dlounl 

d10NAL ASSOCIATION -~E 
AIDVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

EXECUTIVE, OFFICERS 

WAl,IER Wtt\?E ~ SECAETAIIY 
ROY WILKINS 

ASSISTANT SECtlETARY 
EOll'OR, THE OQISIS , 

THURGOOD MARSHALL 

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, 3, N. Y. 
TEL.EPHO~E, ALGONQUIN 4-3550 

I 

Official OrgQri: T/1e Crisis 
f 

MILTON R. l(o~:fizlAL COUHSCL 

✓PRtNTICt TltOMAS 
ASSISTANT SPECIA L COUNSE"L 

DAtSY E. lAMPklH 
FIELD SECREURY 

ELLA J, BAKE~ 

.. 
('VJ 

~ 
~ 

September 
23rd 
1943 ~ ry 
/•~ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I 

/ ., 

DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES 
SH IRLEY GRAHAM 
D0NA~D JONES 
E. FREDERIC MORROW 
[oN L£4VC IN ARtr.lEO $ERVIC£8] 
ASSISTANT FIELD SECRETARIES 

ODETTE HARPER 
PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION 

LESLIE S. PERRY 
FRANK D. REEVES CoN L•Aval 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS, 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

fall, Village, Conn. Or Willlom Allon Neil~on 

~ ~;%110'1 CiJR . 
ffEREl" J IS Uf0 ~~~ .(SSffD 
MT£ ~h/81_ .f8Y~I--J~~ 

I enJoy~d tremendously that talk with you yes­
terday, though 1ny conscience still bothers me a bit 
about staying so long. 

Ithaca, N. Y, Moler Roberl E. Tremon 
Knoxville, Tenn, Or. Willlom llovd Imes 
lo1 An11olos Thomes L. Griffith, Jr. 
Newark, N, J, Groce B. Fenderson 
New Yori L,lllon A. Aleitondor 

D,. Allon Knloht Chalmers 
Marlo·n Cu1hben 
Holl. Huber1 T, Delany 
Douglas P. fo1conor 
Lowis S. Gannett 
John Hamm011 d 
Rov. Johri_ Huvnos Holmes 
Hi:,n. MOrbllrl H. lOhmtm 
Or 0 , Cloy Mu~wcll 
Marv White Ovrnglon 
Hon. C!\orlos Pololll 
A. Philip Rondo!ah 
Rev Jomes H. Robi nson 
Amy E. Saln11orn 
Arthur B. Sp,nporn 
Dr. Chonn,no H. Tobias 
Hon. Charles E. Tonov 
Dr, Louis T. Wrlohl 

Norlhompfon, Moss.S. Rolph Harlow 
Oklahoma Cilv Roscoe Dunfee 
Peekskill, N. Y, Alfred Boker Lewis 
Philadelphia Isadore Martin 
Plllsburgh, Pa. Homer S. Brown 
Richmond, Va, Dr. J. M. Tlnsley 
SI, lovl1 Sidney R. Redmond 
Talladega, Alo, Dr. Buell Gollogher 
Tope,o, Kana. Hon Arthur Copper 
Wa1hln111lon William H. Hastie 

Or. Elizebeth Yates Wobb 
Frances liamel Wil f,0101 

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE 
Wllllom H, Hastie, Woshinglon, Chairman 

All•n!o A T. Wolden l•• .. l•r, CaUt1, Welte. r A, Goidon 
CllorltlloR, W,.,,a. T, G, Nutter 
ClllcollQ l1 vln C, Malllson 
1:ll'llll)lloll Thobdore M. llorry 
CIIYelend Wlj•lom T, McKnight 
frlt, Po, WI Hom f. 111111 
,OW~vllle S. 0. McGill &.o•t~ .. 1•1 Thomas L. Griffith, Jr. 
~Olh•'flllt Chodo, W. Andoraon 
1119,,r .. ,., Wit. lloed Garrison 
Holll,ltl•, T•M. Z Alokonder Looby 
How Yo,, Donald Crlch!an 

Morris L frnsl 
Arthur GorAold Heys 
Kori N. Llewellyn 
Jomes Morsh11II 

Ph/•buroh 
lo odo,._Ohlo 
tuha,vklo, 
W111llln111on 

Wolter Mondofsohn 
Chor/os H Studln 
Hamor S Brown 
Jene S. Hos!'" 
Amos T. Hol 
Charles H. Hou~ton 
Edwo(d r. lo,etr 
W, Robort Mmo, Jr. 
Jomes N. Nobrll, Jr, 
Lean A. Ransom 

Wllmlnot~on Ocil. louts L -•. ,n 

. ;,'\ .,.. l:. • ,\ . 1 ~357 
1 / b U00 fl.d'-i;J 

First, l.et me tell you how grateful I em to 
y-pu tor the very· helpful suggestions you made yester­
day about my proposed trips to the European and Paoi­
fio theatres of operation. Especially am I grateful 
tpr your will1D£Deas to send e memorandum urging that 
I be per111itted to go right up to the battlefronts. 
This is going to give much greater authority to my 
reports. 

I 

I also l'i'ould be very grateful for any expedi tin 
ot the FBI report to the War Department on my personal ' 
seaurity application wbioh may- be possible--that is pro-, 
vided my reputation ie good enough. It is my hope to 
tJe able to leave tor England ae early in November as 
is possible. 

And I hope, also, that I shell be able to 
demonstrate my appreciation by perfor~ing the missions 
~e discussed. On leaving Engl~d fo~. North Africa, I 
shall arrange, if it is at ell possi~le, to stop oft 
for a few days in Lisbon. And when i come, beck, I am 
going to discuss with you the Sout Ame~ican trip, if 
you will permit. Y~-.3~8'.;f_~/-J.. 

d • 



Mr . Tolson __ _ 

Mr . E. A Tamm_ 
Mr . Cl egg __ _ 

Mr . Cortey __ 
Mr . Glavin __ _ 
Mr . Ladd __ _ 

Mr . N1 chol s __ 
Mr . Rosen __ _ 
Mr . Trac}' __ _ 
Mr . Carson. __ _ 
Mr . Harbo __ _ 

Mr. Hendon---_, 
Mr. Mumfo d 

Mr. Piper_-¥#_ 
Mr. Starke...,.., __ 

Mr. Quinn 

Mr. 'Wal ter iihi to 
seoretary 

s~ptember 25. 1943 

National Aaaooiatlon for the 
Advancement of Colored People 

69 Fifth Avenue 
I~ew York 5, i'lew York 

Dear ~:r. rn,1 to 1 

! have your letter of t;ep•l;emi>&r 23, 1943, 
and your telegram sent the next day, oonoerning your 
oontemple.ted trips to the various theai;uro of war • 
.I auure you I shall bo ntost happy .t.f our diacuss1on 
of the mattor proYea to have beon of aaeietanoe li!ld 
ahall look .forward to hoaring £ro1i\ you on your return. 

You may bo interes·tod to know your porsonal 
aaouri ty questi onna1. re was r19oe1 ved from the War 
D1partu11mt on tho afternoon •">f Septo11ber 24 and •ais 
oleartid on the 1avrn.:.n6 of Septei:1ber 26. 

SinoerelJ YOU!&, • f 

... 
' Q; L~~..,.,.·_.;, 

All INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HfRFJN iS UNCLASSIFJED 
DATE~ftLBY .:s/· I GsJG/,wc-

- .., ~ -- --~ - - 1 
l ~ ... .., .. 1 1 1 

' ,1.'1il;11N; \, :oj,jf I '\4l, rl n)t\J \ 

iv' J \ ~ .. -= ') 1 d 

....... . ·· t ' -~ ··~ ' .. , 
::, 1, ✓ ·:: 

.­. _, ,.. 
-r· 

'4r. Ne ase~ 
M . G d ~ I <l ';i~MJ ,' J'i!f~ll,/\PJ,~ 1811 llD y -

• ~ 'I IH1f(.) il1!,Tf~~ 

- 4) 0~ !! ,~K·r,11""'- - ----
, I G l, ~ 

l1 ... 
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I r,on, ~ •:. J • 
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I {.J··. ~ <., dl~I 

I \'.llt, i/l'"t' fa, 

. 3.r. l ~- ·, 
,1, ---~) __ ..., 

Ill•. ,J,. I Q 

Jllil- C' 

,Ir •.,~ • • • I 

WUX NEWYORK NY SEP 24 302P 1943 l -~ 

~AR HOOVER ALL JNFORMATJON rONTAINEol 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION HERE!f·J IS Uf..;~!.ftS,SIFIED 

DATE 1/K/zl BY S~!fJfl,r~ 
WAR DEPARTMiNT INFORMS ME MY PERSONAL SECURITY APPLICATION 

~ 

HAS BSEN TRANSMITTED TO DEPARTMENT 0~ JUSTICE. WOULD ~EPLY 

APPRECIATE ITS CLEARANCE WITH ATTACHMENT OF YOUR RECOMMENDATION 
,,,, t. , 

, 
WE DISCUSSED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AS WISH LEAVE ABOUT 

NOVEMBER 1. J)tlANKS AND I< INDEST REGARDS 

WAL TE~;~ I TEW. 

WHITEOK 1. 

__ ..,.._.._ 



I 

) 

--r------ .... 

. , ·•· ' , 

Mr. Walter thite 

30, 1943 . 

S•or,torr;., lfot ton,..i Aaaoc t11·t ton 
tor th• Adv~no,n~~t o/ Ool~r•d Ptopl1 

69 Ft/ih Au,nut 
N,w York S, N,~ fork 

!)s ar Jfr. Ylh ii, l 

tour l•it•r o/ s~pti•ber. BB h4# 

jb~t be,n rec~tved. 

1 ~hall bt o~ry glad indetd t~ 
I 

• 

bee uou upon your ritutn /rom your tr1p to 

ca.1,rornia Qnd bt/ore vou l•~u~ /or Europ•~ 

.Stno•r•lV your,,· 
~~. tl:~--'.,t:11.'l' '--~~~~ 
,-.-~ ..,.::¥,.... ... ~-~~ 

l • • 
I Iii~ •• l . 



NATIONAL OFFICERS 

PRESID(rnT 
ARTHUR B. SPINGARN 

CHAIRMA!I OF THE BOARD 

~ONAL ASSOCIATION FO~;. 
ADVANCEMENT Qf.>-foOLORED PEOPLE 

• • -4 ~ ' 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

WALTER WHITE SECRETARY 

LK!~:ISTAHT SECRETAAT 
EDITOR, THE C:Rl~IS 

00D MARSHALL DR. Loins T. WRIGHT 
ACTING CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

HON, CHARLES E. TONEY 
VICE• PRESIDENTS 

MARY McLEOD BETHUNE 
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GODFREY LOWELL CABOT 
HON. ARTHUR CAPPER 

69 FIFTH AVENUE~EW YORK, 3, N. Y. . 
SPECIAL COUIISEL 

MILTON R. KONVITZ 
PRENTICE THOMAS 

M ,.. , ~ ' ✓ . TEL'EPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4-3550 
,·ir, , n Pl,. n .- ..., • 

ASSISTANT SPECIAL COUNSEL 

DAISY E. LAMPKIN 

DR. WALTER GRAY CRUMP 
BISHOP JOHN A. GREGG 
REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 
HON, IRA W. JAYNE 

:::~fl.:=.. Official. Organ: The Crisis 

~:~·~":cy.::·:::::··. ~r.. ·Cp 

FIELD SECRETARY 
ELLA J. BAKER 

DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES 
SHIRLEY GRAHAM 

REV. A. CLAYTON POWELL 
GEN. THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
OS WALD GAflfllSON VILLARD 
WILL IAM ALL£N WHITE 

ri::.• • - ~ ~ .1 

r.:r. JI I - • • • 

TREASURER f~ ••• J"I"'.,..,• •• • • I '.::. 

MARY WHITE OVINGTON 
J ~'"', r ,,..,; ✓ ·-•·· • 

1" ·• c°' r'""' 1 ••••• 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Allanla 
Baltimore 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Boston 
Chorlaslon, W. Va, 
Chicago 

Cleveland 

Eugene M. Martin 
Corl Murphy 
Or. E.W. Taggart 
Dr. lohn B. Holl 
T. G. Nuller 

l'l'....J.' . !:",.,,.,,, .. . ·· -- ~ 
I 11· • : r.• , •• 1 .. • 

In,~. · ..... . 1 

l 
Bia-, < n n T&mtr ... t 

Earl B. Dicke, son • 
Bishop W. J Walls r,1,. Nenos .---· · •.. . 
Hon, Horry E, Davis ( uni , . ~!' L. Pearl Milchell 1, .• ~u =•~ v.. . . 

De, Moines, la. S. Joe Brown : .~. • .•. .• J 
Delroil Louis C. Blount I • •. 
Falb VIiiage, Conn. Dr William Allon Neilson Dear Mr 
llhaca, N. Y. Major Robert E. Tremon • 
Knoxville, Tenn, Dr. William llovd Imes 
Lo, Ange/es Thomas L. Griffilh, Jr, 
Nework, N. J. Groce B. Fenderson 

September 
28th 
1943 

Hci>over: 

DONALD JONES 
E. FREDERIC MORROW 
[ON LeAVB I N ARMED S'ERVICG&] 
ASSISTANT FIELD SECRETARIES 

ODETTE HARPER a 
PUBLICITY AND l'ROMOT!ON 

LESLIE S. PERRY 
FRANK D. REEVES [ON LBAVB] 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS, 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 

ALL IN FOR~~ATf ON CON TAI NED 
HERE~N IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ~/rg/~J BY SP--1 G_:.~ 

New York Li/lion A Al!Jxllndor 
Dr. Allon Knight Chol mer, 
Morlan Cuthbert 
Hon. Huberl r. Delanv 
Douplos P. folconor 
low!$ S. GoMoft 
John Hcimmood 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes 
Hon. Harbor! Ii. lohma11 
Dr. 0 Cloy Mo•well 
Marv Wl1ih,1 Ovinuton 
Hon. Charles Pofe lll 

It is hard tor me to tell you how grateful 
I am for all that you have done to expedite my 
clearance and to insure my seeing all that you and 
I think I should see.~ If it isn't asking too much, 
r:would like very much to come in again to see you 

I after I come back from California and before I set 
out-tor the European theatre. A. P/litfp RondolP.h 

Rev. James H. Robtn10n 
A,ny e. Splngorn 
Arlhur B. Sp1noorn 
Dr. ChonninQ H, Tobfaa 
Hon, Charles E. Tonov 
Dr. Louis T, Wright 

Northamplon, Mass.S. Rolph Harlow 
Oklahoma City Roscoe Dunjee 
Peekskill, N. Y. Alfred Boker Lewis 
Philadelphia Isadore Morlln 
Plllsbvroh, Pa. Homers, Brown 
Richmond, Va. Dr. J.M. Tinsley 
St. Loui1 Sidney R. Redmond 
Talladega, Ala. Dr. Buell Golloghur 
Topeka, Kons. Hon. Arlhur Copper 
Washington William H. Hastie 

Dr. Elizobelh Voles Webb 
Frances Harriet WIiiiams 

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE 
William H. Hoslle, Woshlngton, Chairman 

Allanto A. l , Wolden 
Barkolay, Calif. Wolter A. Gordon 
Charloslon, W.Vo. T. G. Nultor 
Chic1100 Irvin C, Mollison 
Clnclnooll Theodore M, Berry 
Clovoland Wllllom T. MeKnloht 
Erlo, Po. Willlam f. llllg 
Jocksorwllh> S. D. McGIii 
Los Angolo1 Thomos L. Griffith, Jr. 
loul1vlllo ,.. Chorlos W. Anderson 
Madison, wls. lloyd Garrison 
Nashville, Tonn. Z Ale•ondor Looby 
New York Donald Crichton 

Morris l . Eros1 
Arthur GorOold Hays 
Kori N . Llowe. l!yn 

Plihburgh 
Toilulo.,_ Ohio 
Tulsa, vklo. 
Washington 

Jomes· Morsliol 
Wal1or Mondo sohn 
Chorlus H. Stvdln 
Homer S. Brown 
Jessa S. Haslip 
Amo~ T, Holl 
Charles H. HouS1on 
Edward P. Lovell 
'f/; Robert M~~• Jr. 
le~~).~l!~n~o~1' Jr. 

WIimington, Del. Louis L. ~adding 

~ 357 

-
Secretary. u.,1.,1 ! 

;, 

Mr. J. 'Edgar Hoover, Director 11/. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation /~- 3:J.$".;?~/-~ 
United States D~partment of Justice ~ ,,,!~., 6 r)j~~ 
w,ashington, D. c,. , {/. "T ,i:.'-:w(t">-..d, 

~EOORDW) I ~ ~ -
~ ;:~~JI ~ 

W:DW ,~~;; 3 ~ ~ 3 ~ . 
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·Our •x-• Whitei 
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Jun~ 17., l.941. 

J' , . 
. ,. 

' 
l , 

\ / 

, . 

'.Jtl 1(1 letter cat lcihe 9• 3.944, you WiU Neall I ad~sad you that a <;~1 ot 
· 10ur i.~tt.r tt, •• dated Jlq 22t 191'4, was t,111ng directed to the Attonw.r Oeneral. rou 

wiU :naoall that l allO 1nf ol"llltll 7olil ,that auy t\dd1 tional iplonDQ.tio,i which you aight 
fora.rd to • •oul4 be brought t'1 tlw at.tan11ion of Kr. Biddle. 

' . 

John ~ar koowr 
DiNoto:r 

ALL INFORMATJON CONTAINED 
HEREf N !S un~r ASSJFIED 
DATE 1jf/iL_BY s/J~IGS/4~ 
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,, - --;/fl-lN,.EOGAR HOOVER • • -'•, -DIJ!.,.~TOR I 

I
ll SECURITY DIVJSION 

Dl.eh.eral i"Sur.eau of llnu.estigation - ROUTING -

lttnit.eh §tat.es 1!1.epartm.ent nf !fustir.e ~ 1'4Aumford ................... . 
• 1~r_&A lden . 

mlfasqington, m. CU. (Ti)r-:..~ ir-1 ········· .·· ····-----··· 

EAT:DS' 
June l 6

1 
l944 f 11-~::11~~ ·::.~:~~~::::~: ' l/ 1·,r. Carson 

',Jr• Cunningham ··--···--···· 
, rfr. F1 tch 

--···-············----·-- I -~-....J, l'.r. Fletcher I 
Mr, Str1ckla~d:::: ... ~-jl 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 

With reference to the attached memerg aum addressed to 
the Attorney General transmitttng a copy? o/ the letter addressed 
to the Bureau by Walte1®wh.tte, Ezecuttve Secretary o/ the 
National Associaii on J or the Advancemynt of Colored People 
on May 22, 1944, you are aduiaed that_ !called at 
my of/ice concerning this matter. He stated the A~~orney b6 
General did not believe that the subject matter should be b7c 
investigated since there were no substantial /acts, but only 
rumors. He statea9 however, he thought it would be well /or 
the Bureau to write a further letter to Walter White requesting 
him to conttnue to submit to the Bureau ,such a.ddi ti onal data and 
information as he receiues upon this or. other matters believed 
o/ interest to the Department. Since we have already written 
White one letter about thia~ I think it would be well in 
addressing a further -lefter to him to indicate that the Attorney 
General has requested us to ask White :to continue to furnish 
such information. I !indicated t~at he thought it would 
be well to avoid indicati ng to White whether we were or were ~ot 
investigating this situation. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINEf>Yu~/oura, 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -~ -
DATE i/4"1 · :ay:5PJ.G* Edw. A! Tamm 

A.C.'Y 
<). ~fVi 

Attachment 
?tECORDED 

\· 
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Odee Memoranaumef#~"',,,___........_~ 'Jjf I~ ' TES GOVERNMENT 
•• 

TO , Th• Attorney- General ! <I JUN 1.2 I~ DATE, , JI}_,~ 1U •~;y 
~ROM , J. Edgar Hoover - Direct~ • Investigation V 

SUBJBCT:'7(AACIAL CONDITIONS, D~~IT,}'1IO!i~GAN }'\ c,... , ~ :, 
0 

( v <. / 

l ~ LJ -- .Q.. ) :i ~ .,,&) ( 

I am attaching hereto a copy of a le dated May 22, 1941+, directed to me 
by Mr. Walter White, Executive Secrote.ry of th ional. Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People. You will n~te Mr. White re to racial tension in Detroit, and 
urges that this Bureau institute an 11 exhauative investigation" relative thereto and Jnore 
particularly, an investigation ooncerni.ng the source of rumor~ pertaining to Negroes who 
allegedly desire to cause trouble. 

I have informed Mr. 'White that his letter was being £ orwarded to you for your 
consideration and stated to him that this Bureau does not institute investigations rela­
tive to rumors or actual racial trouble and tension, of a nature referred to in his 
letter, without your prior authorization. I also expressed a desire tnat Mr. White fur­
nish the Bureau any additional information he might receive in this regard, particularly 
any data reflecting pro-Axis or subversive elements agitating or exploiting the situa-
tion in Detroit. · 

With regard to Mr. White's letter, I would appreciate it if you will furnish 
m -with an expression of opinion as to whether any investigation should be made. As you 
kn w, I have in the past supplied you with considerable information in turn furnished 

I to this Bureau by informants and other so·urces concerning racial conditions in Detroit. 

With regard to the rumors referred to in Mr. 'White's letter, it is recalled 
that under date of April l, 1944, I forwardectyou a memorandum entitled "Racial Condi- -
tions, 11 referring specifically to rumors ot',\'i1Pushing Clubs 11 in the cities of Harrisburg, 
PeMsylvania., Baltimore, Maryland, Detroit, Michigan, and New York City. Informants 
and other sources of the Bureau were contacted with negative results as far as develop­
ing acy foundation in fact to these rumors. With regard to Detroit, it was found by 
the Detroit Police Department that the rwnor~, of the 11Pu.shing Clubs" were in most in­
stances passed along as anecdotes at social functions. The Bureau was advised by the 
Detroit Police Department that their investigations of the rumors met with negative 
results. Furthermore, a person believed to ,.have been the original source of a conversa­
tion relative to a "Pushing Club,u advised he recalled a conversation in which he did 
discuss the fact that he had been confronted with a number of instances of 11 pushing11 on 
the part of Negro shoppers among white shoppers. This original source indicated that 
possibly his conversation may have been misinterpreted and promoted a rumor concerni~ 
11 Pushing Clubs 11 which was subsequently relayed by intermediaries to the Detroit Office.:--?> 
of the Bureau. . 

"i::~'01.0SUID! 
With regard to Mr. White's reference to rumors of $o Day for Negroes," it 

might be noted that during the month of Ma.,r the Detroit Office received a number of 
comFnts about rumors of pending race riots.. The Detroit Police De~rtm t ~~f/-

COPY DE HERE!N IS UNCLASSIFIED \IA( 
nrn2 JAwrrr1r96 ~ /r b / -BY ;fl.-/(;:Sj( fN_ "'~ 
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Memorandum for the Attorney General 

Offices of Military and Naval Intelligence also received similar reports. Investiga­
.tion conducted by the Detroit Police Department to determine the source of the rumors 
was conducted and no specific information was received. Military and Naval Intelligence 
in Detroit advised information received by them in this regard was nonapecific and 
with out apparent foundation in fact. It has been pointed out, hov,ever, in connection · 
with the rumors of a possible riot that tne National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People in Detroit was at the time contemplating a parade scheduled for Mar ch 
28, 1944, in connection with its annual membership drive; This parade was to have 
attracted some 5,000 participants. 
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J(y dear Mr. Hoover r. · 

-I • , 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
69 F.ifth Avemie, New York, 3 N.Y. 

May 22, 1944 

I retumed today from Detroit where I found a racial tension as alarming 
as that which existed last year at this time preceding the disastrous race riot of 
June 20. Dangerous · rumors are being industriously spread, apparently by organized 
effort. Virtually little has been done by either .city or state of'f'icials to correct 
any- of the conditions which led to last year•s riot. It is my measured opinion 
that unless breeders of hate are checked and other corrective action taken it is 
not onq possible but probable that there will be another riot when warm weather comes . 

I therefore take the liberty of urging that the Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion institute an exhaustive investigation Eis soon as possible and that the Department 
of Justice take appropriate action based upon that investigation, to stem the tide 
which is running high. 

Specifical.17, it is recommended that investigation be made of the sources of 
t e rumors re ardin the so-calle~ 1Bwnping Club" and a 11Negro D Day." I I b6 

of ~ Detroit Branch whose offices are located at 446 b?c 
..,_.,,..s __ ...,....arr __ e __ n--.--v,-en_u_e--,,...,._,e ... e-p...-o__.ne:. Temple 1-3609) has at my request supplied ioo with the 

following information .regarding these two rumors. 

1. Rumors are again circulating throughout Detroit which follow the 
general pattern ot those which circulated last year. The most prevalent 
one, which is most widely circulated among white people is the story 
about the "bumping club". The variations of this rumor al1 center around 
a Negro maid who either Will not work on Tues~ or takes off Thurs~ 
to go downtown and bump white people on streetcars., buses., and crowded 
pedestrian traffic. The maid is alleged to have told her employer that 
she is a member of the 11bwnping club11 • 

2. Rumors about "D" Dq coming n:-om School Administrators who in good 
faith have been told that Negro students are circulating among themselves 
statements about "D" Day for Negroes. Vie have traced this zumor from the 
president of the Teacher•s Federation who got it from one of the attendance 
officers who in turn got it from a principal of a southeastern school in 
the city. This is as tar as we have been able to trace the rumor., but to 
date have received no evidence that such an idea is prevalent among Negroes 
themselves. 

I do not need to.add that aJ\V' assistance that we may be able to give in 
running domi and checking these rumors will be gladly and freely given to the extent 
of our ability. 

Sincerely yours., 

ALL INFORMATtOr.i rONTAtNi~Pwa1ter White 

HER~:N IS Uf·'.CIJ\SSIFIED secretary t -- /j._ 

nATE 1JiJ~I BYS/-l&Sijlf, •• · -1{:;./;,b-l!ki- * 1,,.r-TRUE <M'J --~+--'"'- · 1 1[ " 1/M-:_'~~«' 1/- ,f ~ 
J "1(" ,C'~I l•.1. 
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Office Memorandum 
ffil llllJ 

• UNITijD STATES GOVERNMENT 

. il?t✓ , -~ DAT 1\ 

'r7 1?{@[1fll~---'""-----.. '~_tr::~ · 
• ~ {.,1 v ...., - J l':t CO'!) 6 

------.....,...,.......,:fTlr.J. Mr : 01• 
( , • Locb7 C 

·, • v t:r. Ucn".10: 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: SECURrn· MATTER~ C 
.-------. l S 'vi i/ th ~. Ro••• At tre request ofj jin the Interna ecurtty Di sou, e !; · ~~v 

files of tho St.~te De~artme~t were checkeS!concorning the alleged ,asuanoe of :~: ,ruon 
a pa11sport to 'V'/'al ter Fra11cia White of tl1e e.tional Jl.ssociation for the Advance-~: :;~~~ 

\;ent of Colored People, the 1bdioation bei .g that he was prooAeding to P~!i9~ \~: ;~~~~ 
..,, c.__- / Tele, Room 

A· The p~ssport files r~vea.1 that unrler date of Sen+.;mber 24, 1Q43, stibje ; 1t/;::;i,. , • T 111 .. Qon<1y 
; ma~~ application for a passport to proceed to the British !elos. At this ti~e __ 

he advie~d that he was Pom in Atlanta, Gaorge, on July 1, 1893, and that his permanent 
address was A09 Edgecomb Avffnue, New York City. Passport nw.1ber 789499 was issued to 

- him on December 24, 1943. Under date of Novmnbcr 29~ 1944, thff subject mado ayplioetio 
' for revalidation of his paBSport, -statini; theLt he had reoeivad an auignmP.r,t to the 

Commander in Chief, u. s. Pacific Fleet and other war theaters as a oorrespondo"lt 
for the New York Post. Under date of No,yembor 30, 1944, the subject's passport was re­

i validated for a period ot oi..x months; valid for travel to such countries as the bearer 
may desire to trfl.vel by r~ason of his assi.f'.)1111ent to the Comm~der in Chief., u. s. 

• Pacific Fleet. With reference to his desire t~ go to other theaWfA•-~~~~frl;.!J~P/rt­
ment advised that olearanoa had ,not as .!et ~-:•en receive !JJi'?m th~ ~r Ollir.).'ltt~~M; l( 

. ~r !')Y-:-1 .1 l) {; \ '\ 

.. 

In reviewing the pa.ssp~rt fl.la, it wae ed +,1'a. a.pp~91,l),ffih,1 t•'- applioa• 
+.ion for revalidation of passport was not cleared through he FA f~!Y~W?t; 

. ' 
j\~..,IJ( 

l' ... 
\ ... 
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Your lett~r pos·tmarked ~\lly 5, -:l-94./.+, .i~ before · Ile for aaknowl-
•dgment~ · • . .. _: . ·: · ., ·.. · · ·. · · · · · 

\ l~, Tol..son __ 
Mr. £ •. A. 1'811Vn_ . 
Mr, Cl ogL__. 
Mr, correy __ 
Mr, 0la.v1n __ ' 

, Mr, Ladd__.___,:;__ 
• Mr, Nichols __ 
'\ Mr, Rosen __ , 
, Mr, '!'raoy~ 

' f • , •, ••.~ .' • o ,- • :: • .. 1 I,: •' • • • ~ + f 'J 

. . 1 oave carefully noted the. content ot·you.r communication a.nd 
w1,;,b, to ·thank' you ··for bri.ngi:ng th$ intormation. oontained·. therej.n to my 
attontion. · · · ·· • .. · · · · · ·· . , · · · · · · ·. · 

. ·,;•' . .. . . 

' .. 
. · Shoald 'you . obtain ans intor.1119.tion· whictl you believe . to be· ·ot 

'dnter~~t -to · th18 Bureau,: z. ~ant you to toel free to coumunic~te Qir•6tly, 
with th~ .Special~ Ag'9n~ in_ Charge _· ot o·ur· Naw~uk_ fiel~ ,Diviaion whict\ ie· · 
located' a.t l.836 . _Raymori!1.:.0on_mteri::• B.uilding, . Newark 21 rfew Jere&1~ . 
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• _ 1 •;o: .• , 
1 1 ,• · • # .. : ·.. • • 0 

• • • .•, •.~ • l J :J 

I ; • - ', ' •• ~ • 'II-. 1 0 • -··, " · '·: l · 

All lNFORMAiiO~l CONTMNtD ' ;.,, ·. 
Ht'·R' [~~· rs ·u "·~-·,B •:'.\ ,;:vs·· 1F··1E i ..... . . ·c: J rl .: · · / }\.'.';:,A•;-,,, . . , · .. .. 
· DAT~. •7.' .. Y/c:Ft1· ~y ~ ! ·~ - ·-:· .· · . ·. ·~ · .. .. ::. ··• 

. -: . •. "'. .. · .· ... . '"' -.. 

, 1\. 

• : ,, ••, I• , o • •·• • 

• • • • • t • :V • , •: ·: •: ' ~ • I • •.• • •• ; •• 

. :- / ·.' . ,, _., ..... \ .'/.~ ,' .. ,:; / :: .. :· 
.. • • • • ' • • ·, • • :• • • ·.·: = • •• • • • • • I ' •• ~-., , • • 

. : ·: _:_e·.-.~?tri~:;i~i{{~;\i';\:'\; ..... \._ ': .. i' ' : ., .. ·: " ~ ..... ;: . 
• , • · · / ,)J )fli,Jlf~ c ,!i •r,\( t-i, t<(,fii ·{:!; i/' :;'t, , . · ·,· ·" 

• h' •• , . , . . / • -. • .•• • ;. '" •,- ' ... . : , l, , ~ , .j 
:ll . . · . .'M .;t~ f, (, . ,{~\ :-:· : u,:,: . . 

'1_,. • t • ••• v i'.·• (i,,.h 1; .' -
~ • , t \0 j I f ... 

... 
... .. . 

. ' ,:· 

h. ·':-' 
'. ""' ' (,.•, 

(1A ... 

..... _, 

... 
' 

• I 

) Ml:. !!Ohr__..,.,... 
, Mr, caraon · 

Mr. Hondcin,:___ 
Mr. l~ol'd....;;_.., 

. :'i\~j .. .JtiL. ~ ~1 10~~1< :~:;.·,; · · .. l 
· , 1. ,.Iii •. · ·· =...· · • ,,..,~ r .... r "·t· t - . ,; 

,, ,. ··,:= ·f~~ ... .. .. -~, >>· ~-. ,•: ·. :· ·. ·. ·, '. . .... · •,, •. . . . .. 
. ~ . , . 

:.~ 

: : ~:~: Tllom • 
Mr, tlBBBG __ 

,.\Mleo Oa~ay_
1 

- , . 

:{/'1 _ .. ,. 
' I • • 

r} 

• j . L .··~: .. :\t-::1"J.<:1.::1:.'>1•1.~Hi1:1;i_rr'r > !_ ··-.· .;-' 'f/ ,-,:~ 
: 'A'}:-- ! .. · ::.:..:··r-.:,':-!~'1.!:r~•r i,t ~i;:--ifi-1;p. ··· : ·.r _ .. ' . .... !., .. , ..• • .' .. . ·.: .· •. .. :••i/.. ·11 

~•,• ',i,,:'t\O 1 ~ '.•, •,•- .. ..... :': "L' ,.k..• ~.., .......... , ._ ...., •u -; •, ),,,:., ,• 0 
.·, • , • • •'' • :.. 

, ,;. J, I • ,' .._ • • r •, • ••: ... ,, • ,•'" *l : ,. 
, • ..: •..:. ~ j• ✓ . . . \ /· ., .. _.;' ,.• :~· .. :', : , .. •~'·: -·· 'i; .: ·: _: .. :: .• .. . ,· . •_: .' 

./.; ! . .. .. .','. '::.i:: · ... . _,{ .. :,.,,~ ... \ .· ~-.-: .. <.>··--- .. .. 



' 

( 
I 

ff-0~~-~ G 1 _ '. ~~ \ 
Office MemorJndum • uN1TEn 1 _______ GovE 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
TO : 

C'J , ' PROM : 

1 

~BJBCT: 

Mr ( Or'-On 

I M.v l "P" 

~r ~'u,oo 

f'r "~don 

I thought you would be interested in knowing that the eo le f'~o~"ir 
Negro Connnunist newspaper for October 26., 1946., carried an art cle hi , re-" 

111

" 

fleeted that Walter White has begut'! wr~ting a syndicate column for i l-.!1':m~;; 
papers. 

~ 
11 I 
f 

'I 
,1 ) 

• Jj' 

: J 
Accordlng to the "People's Voioe, 11 his column will appear in ~h~~ 

0 

.-...,, I 
York "Herald Tribune., 11 the Chica.go IIDa.ily News," the Philadelphia., 11Bulletin,!1~ I 
the !kron., Ohio 11 Beaoon Journal11 and the Detroit "Free Press. 11 Ji:~ O\ _ l, 

~ ~rt 
'f.h!.LJ!atter is being called tq_you:r;,, attention in view of the fact .., ll I 

t?~the Bux:,eau is_constantl;y: i:.ec_eiving complaints from White concerning aµeged. ,)J.f 
'{!.-olations oLoirll rtghtp pe:x:p.§J;ratad pclroa~ins.t.. th e ro raoe whicn / I 
necessitate a reply from the Bureau. It is felt that possibly t hese answers h~ 1 
receives from the Bureau ydlLbe._used by him either in wbol.e,_otin part'7:nli:ts 
cplumn and_c9nuguent4-,we_should be more cautious in directing any communic~t~ns 

JJO:MJP 

RlllOORD~tH>- ;pia,:~ .. 't(~~ 
W' ,Q, ,- t ---~ .. L ~ -flt, A ff' ; , ! ~ \ " 0 ..,,-,,..,. 
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New ·Bleach a 
, ,: 

Tiu-ns Blaek~f. 
S~ins ~White:_·_;~: 

NEW YORK,:Aug, 16 (INS) -
Walter White i·eported yesterday ' 
that scie~tists .have discovered a 
chemical that can change'" the 
c;olor of skin frc,m black, to white. ' 

He iden tified . the chemical as 
monobenzyJ etlwr of hydroqu!none,' 

White. sec['f.!ta.ry of the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored Pcop-~e. In n magazine 
arUcJe said Jf , the chemical ls 
made avail.able at moderate cost 
"the racial, ,socf.aJ, economic and 

l political consequence would be 
tremendous.'' 

I 

! 

• I ; 
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Racial Prejudice Fading in Japa 
BY WALTER WHl'J.'E \ 

Secretary, NRtlonaJ Ae•oalnUnn for the A\lvBncement of Colored Peo11le 
TOKYO-One of the most fascinating experiences in revis­

Sting war zones is that of measuring the extent of survival of 
racial prejudices or of democratic practices initiated by Ameri• 
can soldiers during the fighting. , 

Here and thire o'he encounters residual remains of fan­
tastic myths about Negroes-for example, the one that all 
colored people have tails or that Negroes in the United 
States occupy virtuaJJy the same status as untouchables 
once did in India, 
But one finds far more frequently that the deliberate 

efforts a minority of white Americans made during the war 
to create difficulties for colored ones have 
either been totally forgotten or have resulted 
in a materially increased sympathy for Negro 
occupation troops. This is especially true 
among those who themselves have been the 
targets of co1or prejudice. . .,__ 

For example, we talked with a brilliant 
and charming graduate of Wellesley College 
who had undergone considerable persecution 

~ from her fellow-Japanese during the war be-
• cause of her outspoken pro-American views. 
"The thing which hurt most and proved to be 
one of the most valuable aids to the war lords 
in whipping up hatred of the United States White 
was Americans calling us 'yellow .. ,' ", she told us. "We knew 
the Germans weren't being called 'white ••• ' and we couldn't 
convince the people we talked to that the United States wasn't 
as evil as Japanese propagandists said when we were attacked 
beca1,1se of our color." 

• IT IS A PLEASURE to report that we found here a re-
markable absence of friction or prejudice between white and, 
Negro troops or civilian occupation personnel although a very 
high percentage of Americans here are from the deep South. 

Seven out of ten soldiers who stood in line in front of 
me at the PX window where Americans can purchase yen 
or military scrip spoke In accents redolent of Mississippi 

Lf:.;. , ✓-' ~· 
c- / L "?-Y' 

or other deep South states, which seems to be about the 
average of sectional origins of occupation personnel.· 
Despite this fact, according to Maj. Gen. Doyle 0. Hickey, 

deputy chief of staff of the Far East Command, himself a 
Mississippian, there has been only one minor instance of fric­
tion between whites and Negroes in Japan the last six months, 

• THIS IS TRUE in spite of and possibly because of the new 
army policy of racial integration. It appears that only a be­
ginning of compliance with the armed services' order to wipe 
out segregation has as yet been made here in Japan. 

I discussed this briefly at luncheon with Gen. Mac, 
Arthur whose views on the necessity and practicability 
of abolishing racla.1 dlecrlm.ir1atlon in the armed forces 
seem to have grown materially since we last discussed the 
subject in 1945 during the battle of Manila. 
But it is obvious that the use of racial friction in the 

-United States by both Russia and Britain to create distrust 
of Americans in Asia has made Gen. MacArthur acutely aware · 
of the problem. • THIS AWARENESS seemed to underlie much of big alarm 
OVE?~ the worsening of the situation in Asia, especially in China. 

"Even if Chiang Kai-shek had been the devil incamate, 
we should have backed him to the limit as we should back 
every anti-Communist," MacArthur told us, He added 
that the race question ple.gue!I and complicates every 
phase of American dlplomatfQ and military polloy In the 
Far East. 
That his concern is abundantly justified is to be seen on 

every hand here by the frequency of the questions asked of 
the two Negro members of the 'round the world Town Meet­
ing seminar. 

The questioners seem to find it almost impossible to under-
11tand why or how Negro Americans can continue to have 
faith in a country which does nothing,. apparently, to stop 
lynching and discrimination, which is about all they hear about 
Negroes in the United States, 

l f~ ~ -.., " - ~ f , ,,. ,. ~ ,....'P I ~'\,.- J d' ,,,-1 ,)~ 
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FROM COLUMNIST WHITE: ·cV144 ,k ~ , 
' 

Some Advice to GOP Rehuilders 
BY WALTER WIRTE 

8erretnr1, Netlonu\ Aasooletlon for the Advancement of Colore,\ People 

OMAHA-Guy Gabrielson of the Republican National 
Committee did not include me among the 16,000 Americans 
of whom he asked advice on what needs to be done to stop the 
GOP from passing totally from the American scene. 

But as a passionate advocate of the two-party syt.tem 
I want to share with him (and you) a few observations 

~ made jn the a.st s~ weeks in Arizona, Ca,Jlfornla, Or~, 
Washlngton, 1soonsin1 fiinesota, IJJin!!!, Nebraska, 
OhJo, Mlcnigan a"ffil"""NewYork. - ~ 
Thirty years of experience in the battle for human rights 

have convinced. me that democracy, especially for minorities, 
can survive only when there are at least two 
political parties reasonably equal in strength. 
Unbroken rule from 1920 to 1932 was good 
neither for the nation nor the Republican 
Party since it bred belief that the GOP was 
invincible. It is equally dangerous for Demo­
crats to believe that they cannot be beaten; 
it is tragic for the opposition, party to be 
largely respoijsible by its inability to formu• 
late a program which could bring it victory. 

An economics professor in a Midwestern 
state university told me an experience which 
illustrates the need of more realistic think-
ing by Republicans, He· attended a meeting White 
of the city's top 15 business men who talked heatedly against 
"outside" control of the town's affairs and Democrats ruining 
the nation through concentration of power in Washington. 
Free enterprise and local control must be preserved, they 
argued, or else. 

which conservative Republicans and Dixiecrats have been 
carrying on so scandalously these past dozen years hit the 
headlines the day I talked with a group of western business 
men, They wanted to know what needed to be done to wi,n 
back to the GOP the Negro vote, especially in the 17 states 
with 281 electoral votes where that vote is pivotal. 

I suggested as a first step fulfillment of the 1948 Re­
publican platform: "L:)'llching or any other form of mob 
violence anywhere is a. disgrace to any r.ivilized Jlatlon . . • ' 
we favor the prompt enactment of legislation to end this 
infamy," "One of the basic principles of this Republic ..• 
equal opportunity to work .•• we favor the enactment 
and just enforcement of suc11 Federal legislation as may 
be necessary ••. " ''We favor the abolition of the poll 
tax •.. " "We are opposed to the Idea of racial segregation 
in the armed services .•. " ' 
Senators who worked to translate these solemn pledges into 

'legislative reaUty, Mr. Gabrielson, are today both in disfavor 
and in the- minority among Senate Republicans. In their stead 
Republicans-like Senate~·Minorlty Leaaer Wberry4 play" tb.eir 
game so identically with that of the Dixiecra,ts on racial and 
economic issues that none can draw a discernible line of de-
marcation between them. ' . ' 

HONESTLY, MR. GABRIELSON, can you blame the Ne~ 
vg,ter_s of Ill~, O.hl.Q and Califo~ ~h? cas.t the ball~ts 
which elected Truman instead of Dewey 1n 1948 for bemg 
somewhat less than trusting of GOP promises? 

I kno~ a. goodly number of them and talk to them in 

They distrust the Dixiecrat wing of the Democratic Party l 
their homes and churches and organization meetings. 

e and the slippery Northern Democratic politicians as much 
[T OCCURRED TO THE professor to see how "local" the as they do men like Senators Wherry and Bricker. 

group was, Thirteen of the 15 were local representatives of May I suggest you read Henry Lee Moon's excellent book, 
New 'York, Detroit, Akron and Philadelphia corporations. Of "Balance of Power," and an article, "Does the Republican~ 
the other two whom he classified as local, one had recently re- Party Want the Negro Vote?", by Arnold Aronson and Samuel 
modeled his department store at a cost of three million dollars, Spiegler in The Crisis for December, if you "Yant the facts. 
most of which he had borrowed from a New York bank. At Give these voters proof that the GOP doesn't make pledges 
least so far as that town is concerned centralization of power on human rights only to forget them, Mr. Gabrielson, and 
had been started long before the advent of the New Deal or they won't cast the deciding votes against your party, The 
the Fair Deal. new session of the 81st Congress will give your party oppor· 

Senator Brlcker's proposal to J~galh:e the .,aff~r'1 
, t~lty to prove its sincerity wh~n the FEPC is called , up, _

1 

. -~ ·t iJp J.1, ~.J.1,(~ 3~" {._ ~~:-c-t '"• ~~ ~~..,'ft\. ,CAA,~ o C!M.; i,\.. 
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NEW ORDER I f 
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FHA Accused of Discrimination· 
/ 

Socrotnrv, Nn lllmnl /heoolatlon for the Advanoomc" t of Colored PeQolo 'If 
.; NEW YORK-A showdown to determine whether Presi­

dent Truman or the Army and the FHA shall decide what is 
to be done about racial discrimination is imminent and inevit­
able. More t han a year ago the President ordereg the ArmY,, 
Navy and Air Force to do something abo'4t segregation of 
Negroes in the defense forces. 

BY WALTER WHITE 

The Navy and Air Force went to work immediately 
and have gone a long way toward racial integration and 
equalizing of opportunity. The Army has stubbornly re­
fused to budge except9in a few token moves. 

Recently Baltimore-born Phillip Pearlman, Solicitor Gen 
eral of the United States, announced on behalf of himself, 
President Truman and Attorney General J. Howard McGrath 
that henceforth no Federal monies shall be 
given through the FHA :for construction of 
any housing from which American citizens 
are barred because of · race, color, creed or 
national origin. No reasonable person can 
question the right of the government to make 
and enforce such a requirement, Funds 
loaned by the FHA and all other goverm~ent 
J!,gencies are obtained through the taxation 
of all citizens. No tax exemptions have evej 
been given citizens to whom equal benefits 
are denied. Thus the United States Govern• 
ment said through Mr. Pearlman's order that 
Americans who insist on indulgence of their White 
personal prejudices must pay for that luxury and shall not 
have government assistance in 1mforcing them. 

• MR. PEARLMAN'S STATEMENT was widely praised all 
over the United States. For more than 10 years a continued 

• ..---- ....... _,..'I:..¥- - ... ~ 

• 

campaign had been carried on to persuade the FHA to cease 
its flagrantly discriminatory practices which were so brazen 
as to include in its Underwriters' Manual specific instructions 
to refuse approval of loans to minorities except in segregaten 
areas. 

It was not until 1941 that continued public pressure force( 
the FHA to remove t he diacri~1natory provision from its Un­
derwriters' Manual. But the FHA continued its discrimination 
by recommending inclusion of restrictive covenants in new , 
housing developments until the United States Supi;:eme Court 
ruled that no agency of government could enforce such cove­
nants. 

• APPARENTLY IDENTICAL tactics are now being fol -
owed by the FHA to avoid compliance with the newest orde1 
to cease and desist from racial discrimination. An anonymous 
FHA spokesman is quoted in an Assoctated Press story out of 
Washington as saying that "racial segregation in public hous­
ing projects will be left up to local authorities," adding as a 
concession to the President's order and public opinion, "so 
long as equitable provision is made for all races.'' 

1: It is clearly manifest now that neither the FHA nor 
1 ,the United States Army intends to comply with the ex• 

pllclt orders of the Presldent, the Attorney Geneml or t l1e0 

Solicitor Genera.I if. they Clln get away with such thumb• 
nosing, 

Commendable though the orders may be, they are meaning­
,ess before the ink has dried on them if the executing agencies 
find or devise loopholes or excuses to evade their implementa• 
tion. This kind of action makes it obligatory upon President 
Truman to insist on compliance or resignations. To do other­
wise would constitute an admission by him of weakness and 
of inability to lead his own administration. 

f 
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Mr. Hqover: 

When recently being interviewed 
by this office in connection with an ex­
tortion letter received by hjm, Walter 

~ Wh~, Executive Secretary of the NAJtC'P, 
wasvery complimentary to the Bureau and 
told the following story: 

He said that he had recently re­
ceived a telephone call from an executive 
of Hadassah, a Jewish women•u organization 
in Philadelphia, who stated t,hat they under­
stood that Walter White had issued a state­
ment c.riticar of the FBI's ac:t:i.vities in 
connection.with the Negro bombings in Florida 
and that White had stated that the FBI was 
not dilia_ent "'and not doing a conscientious 
job in t~e Flprida bombings. 

White said he told this Hadassah 
executive he:had not made any such statement 
and that as a matter of fact, the FBI was 
doing an outstanding job in Ji'lorida. He 
further told this executive he had been down 
in Florida and had observed the FBI's efforts 
and that they had been working night and day 

in a most conscientiou[~_rn_a_n_n-er _______ __.l, 

RECORDED • 75 ~~/Oo-3 r;, 8 ~-i I - ,-; 

~.; 

....... ~ ...... ' 
) 

b6 
b7C 



/ 

--
/ 

'\__,· 

Mr. Hoover: 

New York, N. Y. 
January 25, 1952 

While being interviewed the other 
day in connection with an extortion letter 
received by him, Walter White, Executive 
Secretary, NAACP, voluntet~red the followi~~ 
information regarding the_ J 
incident at the stork Clu.,_: ______ __, 

White said thatL.......,__,---------........ ~ 
1s apparently worried over this incident. Ac-
cording to White,! I 
attorney :ot in touch with White and told 
him tha tf !WO\lld l 1ke to shake 
hands anaorget the incident and also wanted 
to have Walter White ancl.,___,,-,,..._.-,,,..,_.._,..--t.as 
his guests for the evenleg a e s or lub. 

stated he refused the offer or 
as long as there was no guarantee that 

scrimination would be practiced in the 
future at the stork Club. 

White also said he had received a 
telephone call from Wal ter Winchell concern­
ing the! !incident and that 
Winchell talked to him over the telephone 
two hours and five minutes in a marathon 
tirade. According to White, Winchell stated 
that for twenty-five years he had been a 
close friend of his and of the NAACP and a 
vigorous supporter of their policies but 
that now because.of his support of the stork 
Club's action in the! !inci-
dent that he was being crucified by the NAACP 
and by newspapers like the New York Post. 
Winchell said that as a consequence if he 
(Winchell) were to go into Harlem now his 
blood would flow in the streets. 

b6 
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White stated that he told Win­
chell that it was Winchell's privilege to 
admit that he had made a mistake in the 
Stork Club incident. White stated that at 
the end of conversing, Winchell said 11You 
probably have recorded this conversation 
and will crucify me further." White replied 
that there were no recording devices in the 
NAACP headquarters and that he had never re­
corded any telephone conversation, but he 
said to Winchell, "I don•t doubt· though that 
you are recording the conversation for your 
own benefit." Winchell hesitated for a 
moment but did not deny White's statement. 
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F!r. Walter White 
Executive S•cretary 

~ 

National Association .for 1:h~ 
Advancement of Colored Peopl& 

20 West 40th street 
New York 18, New York 

Dear Mr. White: 

Your letter date1d January 2~ 1952, 
with an enoloaure has been i-eceivod .. 

. Yom- interest lrl rotar:t-1ng a copy 
of this -press releaae to n1e and your ooope9ratlon 
with the Fedet-al Bureau ot Investigation 1n 
thii, ·matte~ at-a 1nde-,d api1reoiated. 

ELR: pdw :rro ff\., C-
, j 

8incorel7 yo'llr#~ 

- r'-"" 

1. E~grrr fl~A""" 
John Eagar Hoover 

Director 

MOTE: A copy of Mr •• White's letter and a copy of the 
enclosed press·rele~se is being furnished to Miami for 

. its information~ ;·
1 ✓-

'). 1·1,._f, 'li' Ml 
(, , ' •,:,,til '';\l-. l;. ~ ELR 1/8/52 .. '."" ·. ~·(;)(,/' ' , 
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Wm·. ,,Webste:t" Burke - ASAC, Miami 

,GS-13, 

January 2, 1952 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I thought you might be interested in seeing 
the enclosed syndicated column I wrote about the 
Mims, Florida bombing and the job the F. B. I is 
doing. / 

Webb Burke ana[ to talk with 
At their request, , arranged for ~~:srs I 

despite ihe fact tl::e.t her condition was s~ qu;te 
critical. I also turned over to them the \aterial 
which I had gathered, believing that they would do a 
better job than anyone else. 

\ 

\ 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 

\ 

Executive 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. ~. 

WW:erb 
Enclosure 
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l)oltitnoto; MG. 

Oo1toll, "-1a51lj 
0MldOII, "'· • 
Chorlotlol N, C. 
Chltogo, II. 
c1nr.lonllfl1 Ohio 
C ovolc lld, Ohio 
Dtlllcw. To~. 
Potr.ilt, Ml~!l. 

". Flint, l\41~h. 
• Ft. Wortll, 1011 . 

Gro0n•1i~h. C-,q1111, 
lio,lfo11J, Conn, 

At1omo e o. 
Oirmlnol101n, Alo, 
C,QMb1ld90, Mo1u. 
ChQrlo~lo~, W, Vo. 
Clrottonooi!o, Yonn, 
Chlcql)l:>, Ill, 

Clndnnotl, O~to 
l>ollm,; Yono~ 
trio, I'll, 
"4ouo~o., Ya•oo 
llllllC/1, Ill, V, 
l(~M M Cltv, Ma. 
~GO l\ftl!Ol~t. Colll, 

p,,~,1,w 
Arthur 0, 5pln11orn 

Ciialmoo of 1ho !Boa.! 
Dr, louio T, WrleM 

Vi,,.J',11id,1m 
Marv McLc,od 0N hu110 
l~onrllo H, Oorrouuh~ 
Ho11. Arlhur C~pJXll 
(0Jrl.on C<lthbo/1 
Hon, Merry ~. oo~h 
Olaho,:, Jo~n A. Grogo 
'Inv. Jahn Hoynon Holt.101 
Or. W/111001 L Oyd lmom 
Hon , ro W, Joyno 
f.-v~OII() Mottfh 
h~doro Mori!" 
H, L. Mllc!1oll 
l. Poort Mltcl oil 
N011boltl Mt1rt1, 
Hor., V/oynr, MaiOo r. o. (l!ut/Qr 
A. Pti\np n~~o1,h rio~. J Or,l /)I M. nobln1011 

J'M~~t;~ T0'1noond 
011l10p W, J. Wolln 

l rra.lJ6r1r 
Dr. Allon l(nlehl C~olmoro 

IJ11wan1 Trtc,~r,r 
o, Chonning H. Tobia, 

o,
1 

\lbn1ilmln e. Movn 
Lil lo M. Joc~CD!l 
Ct.rl Mu.rphv 
DI, Allon KnlRht Cl1l lmori 
01. Ulv.uru Wl{lglna 
ICollv M. Alor.a ndo, 
E.:rl 0, l>lckoroM 
Jhoudoro M, !lorrv 
Dr, Noth~11 I{, ClirltlOl)Mr 
A. MOCQO sn1ltl1 
Or, Jomo& J. M~Clando11 
Wolter lloothor 
Or J , 1.aonlcl~u l.noch 
Or , Goor(!D D, Aornrnlnl)G 
Alfrrd 801,o, t.ovf1 
Dr, Allon f. Joclnlon 

1-lydo Porb, f\l, V. 
Jomok o N. 'f . 
l(on,o, City, Mo, 
l.ntrroncol N, V, 
Lila AIIIJO OJJ1 C.Ofil, 
Noriorh, N, J. 
"'"" Vorb, fll. Y. 

Eloonor Cl662ovoiQ 
notph J, Duncho 
Carl It, Johnson 

Wolter Whilo I wrnli.,, s,.,nary 
Cloy Wllsrns ,IJ,.inlm~, r 
1 hur'lJOC'l t.4oriholl ,p•clfJI 1:ou1. r,/ 
Hon,v I eo Moon 

1)11,.lrr, Pnblir r..elatin,,, 
Glo,tor ~- Currant 

JJ,r,r/,,r of /lra11rl,r1 
~oborl L. C)r,01 
Jt>ch Gr, 011L,orq 
Conetnn<• Mollo•/ /J1,,•,.,., ,,,uaJ c.,,,mul 
Lutlllo 61Jclc ,l/ e,,1 11,1 ,/,it> Sr<rtlt11 y 
Herbert L. V✓11ghl l'oulh ~rc,etary 
tl,W.Griflin 
Ruby Hurloy 
I 0ste~ P. OQllov 
Oaroard •,c,,n 
John W. l'l,)<acr 
Horliort HIii 

I'irhl ,\t', oadrJ 

Boronlco No r pr1 
/11nr,1rt l ,;I.I ,\t1.,elor"' 

Oona Id Jonas IIP(} iur ,/ \'r{f'/tl, J 

trooi hn H. Williem5 
l:'i, C •1111t j(,;(]IJlf" i ,\t 1 ,l~,, t "r.ru,I 

Cl,11cnca Mlk~oll 
IJ•rttll I I J:',11'1,n(llhll (lur,w. 

fDrla W Fb:1or 
N,( wn rtb .1, t,, 11 n,~ r~ qt, r. H1 1,,all 

Walfor P. Offutt, Jr, ' 
t,,i,•rrh ,\r,rrfarJ 

Jdrno1 W. lvoy 

no bbl, udoh Ca•n 
Normoo O. Ho11s~"" 
Gnco II. Fondor'"'' 
L1llinn ,\, Alo~ando• 
Al90111u11 D. Blac~ 
Hon. Hubert T, Dolo ey 
L(\11, S G,,;11on 

No"' Vorh, N. Y 

Nortl\ <1111 ton, Mrs,. 
Ohlal1a111 Cllr, Ohl, 
Omn,io/ N. J . 
Phllodo phlo, Po. 

Pilh!>srg~, Po 

'1Jchn10'lcl, \Id, 
s~~Q""~11, Go. 
Tutkoqoa, Alo 
Wi1~1 n11t~~. O. C 

Jol.n Hor,,rioncl 
Hnn. Horbc,, H. LQ~m,,n 
Dr, 0. ::tny Mmcvo'I 
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sass.a MIMS, FLORIDA 

It may be that the background of the· lush, natural beauty of blue 

lakes and sky, of orange trees so studded with golden fruit as almost to 

obliterote the green foliage and of "Millionaires' Row" in Winter Park 

makes the bombed home here of Harry T. Moore more incong\uous and shock­

ing than the destruction I witnessed during the war in Europe and Asia. 

Fo~ here is the shambles of the modest dwelling place of a man, now dead, 

and his wife, now lying critically wounded in nearby Sanford, because he 

had dared to speak out and work for enforcement of the law. · 

Today I turned over to the F~ B. I. the names of three persons who 

allegedly have recently advocated mob action aeainst Mr. Moore. They are 

not the only ones who have voiced resentment against him. Repeatedly 

since August, 1949, he had written to Gov. Fuller E. Warren urging him 

to assi6n trustworthy persons from the Governor's office instead of 

Sheriff Willis McCall of Lake County to transport Samuel Shepherd and 

Walter Irvin frqfTl the state prison at Raiford to Tavares, Lake County 

county seat, for a hearin0 on a motion for a change of venue in the new 

trial which had been ordered by the U.S. Supreme Courto 

The entire world knows what hhppened because of Gov. Warren's 

refusal to act as was requested by Mr. Moore. Samuel Shepherd is dead . 
and Walter Irvin recov~ring from three bullet wounds inflicted by McCall 

' 
on a backroad near Eustiso McCall, backed by J. J. Elliott, Gov. 

viiarren' s personal representative, as~ierts that he fired in "self-defense, 11 

although neither man denies that the two prisoners were handcuffed 

together at the time of the shooting, 

Following the 1944 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court against the 

barrin~ of qualified Negro voters from so-called 1lwhite Democratic 

primaries,." the number of registered Negro voters in Florida, as in 
~ - -~- ----- --------·- - ·-----« 

other Southern states, has m,:jasurably increased. Today it is estimated 

to number close to one hundrect thousand voters in Florida--a bloc large 
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blast of either nitro 0 lycerine or TNTo Explosives experts are convinced 

that dynamite could not have done such destruction. They are also con~ 

vinced that the crime was painstckingly plannedt"timed for the only 

period of the year when the entire family would be eathered together. 

Mr. Moore traveled constantly for the NAACP. Mrs. Moore is a teacher 

in a rural school near Palm Beach. Both she and Mr. Moore were denied 

renewal of their contracts as te&chers in Brevard County because of 

hostility of the school officials to Mr. l'iioore I s participation in a 

legal campaign a~ainst educational inequalities inflicted on Negroes. 

One of the Moore dau~hters is a secretary in the Department of Labor in 

Washington and the other is a secretary in the public school system of 

Ocala. The bombers waited until the entire family gathered to spend 

Christmas--birthday of the Prince of Peace--together. So shattered is 
no 

the modest cottage thaj/one knows why one of the Moore daughters and 

Mr. Moore's 71-year-old mother, who slept in an adjoining room, were 

not also killed. It is obvious that the criminals intended to wipe out 

the entire family. 

Gov. Fuller warren, irritated by criticisms of the failure of 

the State of Florida to act against bombings here and in Miami, has 

issued daily blasts at this commentator as 11 a disturber of the peaceful 

relations between the races." How peaceful those relations hava been 

are best mirrored in a front-page story in the December 29 is sue of the 

Miami Herald. Here is a part of the background of terrorism which 

preceded the assassination of Harry Moore. Last March 31 Melvin 

Womack, an or~nge grove worker, was taken from his home in Oakland by 

four white men late at night. The followin 6 morning he was found beaten 

and shot to death, No . arrests have yet been made. 

Last February 6 Luther Coleman, Negro janitor at the Winter 

Garden elementary school,was beaten tmmercifully~bY several white men 

have yet been made. 
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These ere samples of the unpunished crimes a6ainst Negroes in 

Floridq now highlighted by the assassin~tion of Harry Moor~ and by the 

spreJuing of mob violence a
0
~inst Jews, Cath0lics·and others. \ 

To Florida's credit are the vi5or and courage of most of its 

newspapers, especic;..lly in the metropolitan areas, in exposing the break-

down of la\.<: and order. Many citizens of the state, Negro and white, are 

shocked and aroused. Hotel men, proprietors of tourist resorts and 

Chambers of Comnierce are awakening to the fact that millions of dollars 

may be lost by the unsavory developments here. Already an alarming 

number of cancellations of reservations for the winter tour~st season 

have been reported. It is possible that this combination of moral 

indignation and economic interest may result in action. If the energy 

and determination of the F. B. I. can be a~proximated by Florida law 
) 

enforcement officials, there is ho0e that Harry Moore's tragic and 

violent deeth may diminish if not pu~ pn end to the violence which has 

become an epidemic here • 

..... - -
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WALTER r'TIPNcrs7mrrE ~ H~REfN IS C:1: , · _gl~~~~iiiPT . /l / 
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Born, l July 1893, Atlanta, Georgia. . \ 
Educated, Atlanta University; LLD, '-Ioward University. 

Executive Secretary, National Association for Advancement or Colored 
People, 1931 to date; 

Actin~ Secretary, NAACP, 1929-1930; 
i Assistant ~ecretary, NAACP, 1918-1929; 

Member, Advisory Council for Government of the Virgin Islands, 1935. 
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1 White waa born on Tuly l; 1893, at Atlanta, Georgia. 
He has been employq_d, on • the .,taff of the National Assoctation 
for the Advancement of Colored Peopl, since 1918, and ia 

, presently employed as E:recut',ve Secreta,.,.y of that organ iaa tt on• 
J ' , 



--_.;;,;:,, f " 

I 

- • 
.i~~!l co~NT/Al' l@®~. 

oontacted the Bureau /req.uentJ.y~ regarding" t;ivil r_tghts 
matters. He_ has mginta,tnea ·q,o,xg.ft,gl,1,e,J.a:t.J_p_nlL.,1ilf.;blL/}JJUaJJ 
o.t( t c i 4-lJL Glltd,. tia B--i,-,i ng.i c.a:t.sd __ t ha:t...,:;,,.h,e~ .~a. t"'t.~JTJ,.p_,t.JAg.=:t~e p 

.Q:g,!J!J~DjJJ.,,"f,fl ... lJ;.QlL,f!.!/J.lJJ:J!'R .. i!!!J.,,,,_t_,he_,JJ.4.J.£.P •. 
bl 

e appea re (JS Cl ~cs) 
, , , ng sponsored by the 

Maryland Assoctatton /or Demoorattc Rights, a//tltated with 
the Nattonal Emergency Conference for Democratic Rights, 
which organtzation has been oited by the HCUA oa a Communist 
front. He also appeared sa a speater be/ore the Writers 

l 
<Jongress, a meettng which was sponsored }°ointly by the 
U~tversity of California and the Hollywood Writers J/obilizatton 
on Oct6ber l, 1943. The Hollywood Writers llobiliaation /tr 
De/eRse has been cited by the Attorney General aa Communist.~ 

INFORNATION NOT BEING DISSEM.[NATED: 

The report o/ Hearings before o Subcommittee o/ 
the Commtttee on Foreign Rela1rlo11s, u. s. Senate, Blat Congress, 
published tn 1950, liata one Walter White as a member o/ the 
Advisory Board o/ the Film Audiences for Democracy in 1939, 
(pg. 1499) cincl a sponso·r /or the Greater New Tor'/r Emergency 
Conference on Democrattc Rights tn 1940 (pg. 1504). 

Both o/ these organizations have been cited as 
Communist fronts by the Special Committee on Un-Amertcan 
Acttvities, Report, March 291 1944• 

Thts injormatton ta not betng dtssemtnated because 
the indtvidua.1 listed as Wal ·ter White ts not further 
identtfted. ( 121 .. a82'?8•267X.l2) 
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- -., ·.· ; . · !/!ht! · Natt"~n(i;-i Sruo-,.geiirJ~- GonJ•:ren.c• /or D~mo-cr~tf c 
.1".Cghta woa clt6d as .a ·.<!OTif~unlst ✓r-or, .1; · by tht1 Sp•efa). . 
. Co11rkl1-b1J1t1 01' Unt11!!~,ne1",9an · Aot·'h,t-ttea . ., IMpo,rt; J/a'Poh· ~91 
1944-1 pag,a 48 an.a: 1.m1 • . ( 1a 1-23?78-267X 12, pg.. 1535 ) . ·. 
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~::- f· :;.:-; . E~IUM~ 'SJ·,. page JSS1, · of ths some r~port.,f••&~tiona 
Walct'ttt fh ,tt,, NAACP, ~t CH . CJ 3petit~r 12 ·t an· ·'?P6tiing ss~oiv : . 
I -1~1' lr'l t• rs C'o_1~grt1le. _uncltr ih.e J~ ln_t aponso rtJh tp -97 tit, .. , ;;, 
n, 1./.~_r• -i ti o/ Cal t/o r.n °&ll qn(l the HCJ~lywoo<t' .. Writera ~ :~·: · · r:-.;- . 
o-bfl fNa 1'1on, .' on .. 0cto_:1>1,f! J,. l 9-4,S .• , ·. _.BtJ : was also ,l .h:1-t1it,_aa':7;_'. :;:• ·.:: _ .. · • 

m!_mber. of a pa~el - t;_n ¥tnot~1Jy _(l~oups ai th!'! meett~~, ~n .. ~ 
ct~.p•r a., 1948. . . . . .. . _ -::-:.:.: ,,.. ~ 
• ~-: • • • • • ' : ' ' • • • ; ~ ': .. l ~ 

. 1..::-: : . ·:rh~ ·Holly:,oood Wr·fte~~ J/.ob_tli~att~n: fo .r .Dt1#n·s·1 ~ 
a• b••~ ~Jtet.i- bu .. the Aitor11,v <J."a,ier41 ·as. aom'l!tuni,t. · 
121-23278~267X12. · pa e .. 153'?) •· . · · .. __ : 
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ALL INFO-RMA?JON OON'.!'.~:t!'iED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSU'Ii.D 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 
Oi'HERWISE I ' 
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I ' .Tune ll, 19-52 

/ ~~ ... :,1~ ~ ~ r, I ~ 7 

I hau• recBi ,ea uo~r very kind letter o/ J~ne 9, 1g52, 
together !litth th.- oo.lum.n concerrttng Canada Lee. 

lt f8 veru grattJvtng that yo~ ,u~ fit to wrtts me 
ooncttiotHno mu participatton tn your nt1w- r,<idJo prog-ram, and I 
would consfd~r ti a real prtu,leg6 to tndtcote an aoceptano• 
t/ it were at all poeatble. 1 muat ~~p lain, h-0w~uer1 that /or 
the past seuer~l yeara now I hqve ha4 to dealtne all s~ch inul­
tattone, and it ta necessary duet~ th~ gtea~ n~m~er oJ req~eats 
r~oet~ed that I be •ntt~ely oons1stettt tn this regard. rou 
wtll appr~ctat• 1 I know, Jrom yo~r freq~ent oontqcls wjth ~a 
th.at; tfti pretHHH"~ of 'll1fSflk h-ere has been overUJhtdm.tng, and 
franlrly it ahows no stgn •of lessening. 

It gqes wttho.Jt~-n.yi1ig tha 't all o/ .J~ h11r;u fll th• 
Du.,,~a,;, er.re lr~enly aware Pl the danger and the }rre§lr,rtl)le dam­
agtJ which can rea1-1,l'(; f'rom t rresponsible name-callti]l ~d 
utgtlanfJe ootton. I ltoow yo~ ~hare mu v-leu.t thl}i-,f@li.SlrlJ tnto 
~ person'& loyalty bslon98 tn t~e ~anda o/ pro]',~8Mlnet, tnues­
ttuators <Jnd th.at .«ullJ.iJa-eiohs Q/ the da·ta deulia;"1fei •Eow-lil b8 
made by a"thort 1He$ appotni6d. /or ·t1iat. pLJ.rpostGI-.? ~ --J . ~ ~ ~ 

1 I ':! °'7 3: 
1 tr.;&t tha,., y-0u m't l -acce,pt .n,v sinc?8re ~eg!ttD and 

I t;io hope yo'-' iptll apprect(1't-e ?tit/ pD:, t.tt ora. Ons op tFt.t, dOUf.l 
a~~,zv th$ 1nternationa1 t ~ns ,o~ wtll leaa~n ao thac t can do 
,so,u "/ th~ t~tng" that 1 ha11~ 11,,4 to /crtJgt,.. ~ 
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NOTE: W/ltte, who ts e:ceout.lv• secretary of the NAA/lP; enclo'oed 
a copv of h~s pre~s release regarding the late Canada Lee, whom 
he de/tnee a~ a suppo~tet of ~ts race and not as a Communtst 
apologist, In this releaS& he menttono to1~tng to~ FBI offlctol 

regard:lirJ-g L<1e 'B loyalty • .. 
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'~ATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR tHE ADVANCEMENT 0F•·c:oL0RED PEOPLE 

20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. _ 

PERSONAL 

June 9, 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



., 

2. 

June 9, 1952 

Walter White 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
federal Bureau of Investigations 
Washington,.D. C. 

:J1oske 
b6 
b7C 
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Atlanta, Ga. 
Bafllmor•, Md, 

80110~1, M~u. 
Camden, N J 
Charlotio, N C, 
Chicago, Ill 
C,nclMall, Ohio 
Ciovoland, Ohio 
g:i',~~b.J:i.s. C. 
Oatrol., Mich , 

Fllnl Mich, 
Ft. Worlh, Tox, 
Gtoonwlch,_ Conn. 
Hartford, '-'•nn, 

NATION-~F, 

Pr111Jm1 
Ar1hur B. Spln;ern 

Ch111, man of /ht Board 
Dr. Louis T. Wright 

Y1rr-Prt11d1nl1 
Mory M~L•od Bolhunt 
Nonnto ti, hr1ouqh1 
Morta~ Cufhborl 
Hon. Horry E. DHh 
G11c• Fendorao~ 
811hop John A. &,ogo 
John Hammond 
~•v John H•yna1 Holmu , 
Dr, Wflllom Lloyd lmas 
Hon. lro W. Joynt 
Eu11ano Mortin 
hadotu Mortin 
H. L. Mllcholl 
L. Poarl M1lchell 
Nowbold Morris 
r·G· ~:.,~~ Mofle 
A. Phflip Randolph 
Rav Jotno, H, Roblmon 
lka Sinolh 
WIiia rd S. Townsend 
81Jhop w. J. Woll, 
Polmor Wobor 

T,,-fdJllrtr 

Dr. Allan l(nl11ht Cholme" 
,i,111tant TrtMJurf'r 

Dr. Channing H. Toblu 

.!J.FFICERS 

Welter While llxu11lr,e Se<r1t11,1 
Roy Wilkins Adm11111tr•tor 
Thurgood Mer,hell Spttlal CoJ1ff1tl 
Henry L11 Moon 

Dtrrclor, Publte R1i•11on, 
Gloster B, Curr1nt 

D,rutor of B,11n,h11 
Robort L. Carttr 
Jack Greenborg 
Con1tonco Motley 

llm,tanl Spe,111/ Co11111tl 
Lucille Bloc• M1mb,r1b1p SurelarJ 
Herbert L. W1lghl Yolilb Sur,111,1 
N.W.Grlflln 
Ruby Hurley Flfld Srcr,tam, 
Bemord Brown 
John W, Flamer ; 
Gortrudo Gorman 
Horbert HIii 

AIJII/dnt 1'11/d S1trtf,Sr,t, 
Donald Janos Rrg1on11I Sur11ar1 
Franklin H. Wllllam1 , ' 

W r,/ Coast Rtgtonttl s,u,111,,-cv~IIJtl 
Clarance M Itch all 

DnuM,, Wasb,ngfon 811rca11 
Wolter P. Offutt, Jr, 

Jame, W, Ivy 
Chlirth Swt1~•1 

Hd1tor, Tbt Cr,1/J 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS C • . . 
Or. 8anlarnln E Mays 
Lllllo M Jocbon 
Corl Murphy 
D1 .i.lJon Kn ight ChalmarJ 
Or Ulyu~, Wl99ln1 , 
Kolly M .i. lo••ndu 
hrl 8 DJckonon 
Thoodora M, Sorry 
Dr. Nolhon K Chrodophor 
Rav James Hinton 
A Moc.ao Smith 
Dr JomM J McClendon 
Wallor Ro11lhor 
Dr, J Loon1do1 Loo(h 
Dr Goorqo O Flommlng• 
Allred Bo'kor L~wf• 
Or. Allan F, Jo~kson 

A. T, Waldon 
Arlhur 0, Sho(OI 
8on/•!1Jln Kaplan 

Hydo Pdtk, N. Y. 
Jamolco H. Y. 
kon,o• CIJy, Mo. 
lowianco N. Y. 
Lo, Ae1101or1 Calif, 
Now ,o,~, N , Y. 

Eloonor Roo,ovolt 
Rolph J. 811•cho 
Corl R. Johnson 
Robbi Judoh Cohn 
Dr. Claude Hudson 
LIiiian A Alexander 
Algornon D. Bloclr 
No,mdn Cousins 
Hon. Hubert T Dolany 
Lewis S Gonnett 
Hon. Herbert H Lohman 
Dr. 0 Cloy i,,to•woll 
Amy E SpJnoorn 
Arlhu, B Sp1nga rn 
Dr. Chinning fl , Tobia, 
Robert C. Waaver 

NATIONAL LEGAi. COMMITTEE 

Los Angelet, Calif. 

Na,hvllle, Tenn. 
Now York, N. Y. 

Robert W, Kenny 
Loren MIiiar 
Z. Alilronder Looby 
Harry 8re;11 

. ~ <I) . .'l• 
New York, N. Y. ndi;' D WQl,lll],rgor 

, . L T. W,i,.ht 
Nollh~mj>lon, M••,• S. R I larlolol I 
Oklnhomo C,ty, 0 ~osc Du ~II.':: 
Oranqo , N J . Soro1llll Wll?G 
Phll~dophla, Pa, c, D~•!•~-~. ano 

H ~Kiili •H, Ho1tl, 
~ Tho doro SpAuldlng 

Pith burgh, Po. '.:':e, Dfsl1yf~~ l.b!IU>kln 
~ .lonlo M1 ',tl,'tin 

Richmond, Va. • Dn J. M, lilJ!loy 
Savonnoh, Go('. ~ W11!l• y ~l.•w 
ru,hqu, Ali~~' 1:t)r. Jo••~· hrrr: 
We1h1nglon, D."tl, r,Dr , W,_ l)+onlo11u• Cobb 

Pttlllp t,(),Jray 

Ng.w York, N. Y.~ An<lt!w D, Walnbarga, ,6,flontn, 80, 
8lrmln9hom, Ala. • 
Con1b1ldgo, Moo. 
Charluton, W. Va, 
Chollanoqga, Tonn, 
Chicago, 111, 

l', G , Nutto, 
t,1euuco M. Weovar 
Earl 8. 0lc~or1on 
~di•J1,~;_/M'j~~. JJ;. 
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BarJloyCrum 
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Ro lalqh, N. 1,,, - H11rman l.1· or 
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SJ!Pthwood . Robln1on Ill 
• St. Louis, t,10. S~oy'1r.Jamond 

Clnclnnoll, Ohio 
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E•lo, Pe. 
Hou,ton, To~o• 
llhoca, N. Y, 
Kon1eo Olly, Mo, 
lo, Anaolo,, Calif. 

~!~3.!. ltir:rry 
W J , Durham 

'f.'1~1:r"'/iJ!~l.11 
MIiton R Konvlh 
c,r1 R, John,on 
Thomas L, G11ffllh. Jr. 

Morris L. Ernst 
Lloyd Elottho/1 
ArlhVt Garfield H•~• 
O1mnnd K. Froenlol 
Poul l<ern 
Kori N, Llowollr 
Jomu M
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Shod, Po lo, 
Loui, Pollo• 
Somuol I, Ro1• nm1n 

Tuho, O•lo . _rr,, ,._.,,.r. ff9 
Wo1hln9ton, 0-:-o.' Goora.o._M hn1on 

I\) r;a,uiiC), volt 
N .1a111a, M. Nabrll 
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WIimington, ffit. ~1,'f.•~ln11 
Wln1lo~•Sol~ , C rllSJ T.;i' 
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l ij j --i ~ 3~ NATIONAL MEDICAL COMMITTEE 
~I)<; \\ I , ~ \ \ 11' \ ::I• Dr, W. Montague Cobb, Washington, D. C., Chairman ·~:)1tsn1· ;iO Ld:i0 s I') 
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Flint, Mich, Dr, J . Loonlc/01 Loach 
Hortford Conn, 0, 1'll•n P. Jocban 
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Louhvl l(y. • J. A, C Lottlmoro i 
l'h.fltH, n, C , Dr John P ~ofoN ' 
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Dr. Harold L. Elflt I 
Dr. Henry C. f11,lk 
D,. Myra Logo~ 
Dr. lhoodoro t,t , SonpfiR ot 0 
Dr, Robttl S. Y,1lklnffi C 
Dr. LouhT. 'f,1/4116 

\ \ Hfi\ 
Dr, A. C. Torronco 
8;: f S."~~1~h1111., ~ 3 N Qr . ti w 
Or. Josaph G Gnlhln91 
Dr. 0 . Horbert Mouhnll 
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Fl\OM: Walter White 
242 East 68th Street 
New York, New York 

For release to subaorib1ns 
newspe.pere, Thursday, 
May 15, 1952 

Canada Lee's ob1tue.?'1ee vere lengthy and effu.sive••so laudatoey,. in fact, that 

the generous and gentle aotor would be startled by them in lisht of the privation he 

experienced durinG the last few months of hie life. It is certain he vould read t~m 

With a bitter smile reflecting that he might have earned mopey enough for the rest 
\ ---- --- -- - -and medical treatment he needed to eave hie life had the newspapers spoken as ·admir-

ingly of him during his l1fetillle as they did when he died. 

They had written, it 1e true, 1n glowing terms of Canada Lee's superlative 1>er­

formance 1n "Cry, the Beloved Country" in which the spectator through Mr, Lee's great 

acting really lived the role of the Reverend Stephen Ke.ma].a. But employment neither 

in Hollywood nor television nor radio materialized as would have been the case of any 

other actor following such eclatat1c reviews, A wh1eperins campaign was circulated 

among broadcasting and advert1a1ng executives that Mr. Lee was "too controversial" 

because he had appeared at benefits for organ1Eatione purportedly fighting race pre• 

Judice which subsequently had been placed on the Attorney Genel'8l's subversive 11st. 
I, 

Jl'eve!'. one o ialte ___ attack_or- innuendo _ly1ng_down,.J-1r. -Lee called a press con- --, 

terence in 1949 "to put the record straisht". In that rich and eloquent voice of bis 

he declared passionately and angrily, "I am not a Communist or a Joiner of any kind, 

never have . been and never will' be. Call me a Communist and you call all Nesroes com­

munist who cry out ae;e,inet 1nJust1ce." Dutifully some of the press reported his 

denial but buried it deep towards the baok of the issues when they carried the 

statement at all. 

Desperate, Mt°• Lee came to see me not ions ago to ask advice on a step he was 

coneiderins to break the iron curtain o:f eusp1cion and :fear which was damning hie 

career. He told me of four lucrative television appearances which had been offered 

him, in each of which the sponsor had told billl that he woUld employ Mr. Lee "after he 
had. first appeared on some other progrem. " But none had the courage to ee the first, 

Mr. Lee had thought of buying a shoe ehin19 lto.x with placards telling his side of the 

boycott, Be proposed to use it in front of the Aator 'l'heater on Broadway where "Cry, 

the Beloved Country11
, was play1ns to capacity and enthusiastic audiences. Now I know 

I was wrong in dissuading him f':rom .. lt1s ,. melodrematic 1>len. 
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went on to expla1n 7 '1But the F.B.I. has not been siven authority by the Congress to 

1c1ear' the name of any citizen who has been falsely accused of aeeoc1e.t1on with sub­

versive organizations." 

Sadly I reported my failure to my f:riend. Chance revealed a few days later 

how desperate his financial position had become. We at the NAACP had asked him to 

speak in the Westchester County Center in White Plains at a lJl8mor1al meeting for two 

peaceful Nesroes who had been killed 1n cold blood by an ex-policeman because the 

latter objected. to the men drinking a glass of beer 1n a public tavern. Ceoada Lee 

had promised to meet us promptly at seven o'clock to drive to White Plaine but failed 

to show up on time••JIIOSt un\Ulual for him. Later we f'ound that he did not have taxi 

tare. ln a torrential rainstorm he bad to walk. He had only forty cents in his 

pocket. But what disturbed him most we.e the fact that he had been forced that after­

noon to refuse a loan to an aging actor. "I'll get that $10 for him tomorrow1
11 

Canada Lee said. 

It is possible that his great and sal.l~t heart m1Sht have stopped even though 

privation and prejudice had not made his la.et few yea.re a Golgotha. It is even more 

possible that Canada Lee's great fame and abili_!y ajsh~ have been used by a kinder 

and wise:- America t() furnish the answer to the Paul Robesone who, unlike Mr~ Lee, appear 

to have lost faith in democracy, 

Two days before hie tragic death I received a long and impassioned letter from 

him eusgeetins steps to infozm the world of the progress which hae been made throuSb 

struggle to cleanse America of its racial sins. He said this progress must be made 
. 

known in order to counteract dangeroqely spreading propaganda of Communists and 

others against the United States. Although A!llerica had denied him because of his 

color and its tears the right to ea.rn a living at bis profession in the aour of his 

greatest artistic triumph, Mr, Lee dogsedly held to his faith in the ultimate per­

fectal:i1l1ty of democracy and hie dete,rmination to uee his vast talents for the 

abol1 tion of 'bigotry. 



I 

I 
,0 

I 1 
1 

( 

i 

I ' . Tolllon_ 

~ 
.... __ 
,n.el\ola -ftflAOtll -
cJ•a~--
n1&v1n_ 
*rbo __ 

flo••n_._ -Tl"&CJ __ 

~U,11ri_ 

"""'--
Ttll ... 
-.1, ..... __.,,._. 
0. ... 1_,a_ 

l I) 

~ ul•U> of t1', "eintlnt• W 11our oomrtWtSo~tion, 

\ 
1 011 a t"-ra,ag t•o ~o raave Sp•Q• la.l Age11t• of th•• lurtt01' · 
~on~oot i~ur ~•pr•etntati~t• i~ rlor,da. 

In th- 6V8~i u,u hav~ add#ilo~al in/ora4flM 
'" thia nuti•r plta•• do"~~ ~t•ltat• io coaauntcat• 
~cth tA,• B~r•«"• 

, 2cc - Mobile (w/enjy-Josure) 

2cc - Miami (w/encf(osure) ' 

ATTENTION SAO, MIAMI: 

81~~•r•lV gour1, 
•71 :li;d~a,r H091t:OZ: 
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CABLB ADDRBBS1 NACAPE0PL8 1 H, Y, ·•· •• ~OHO.O.cR i ~-eaeo , .' 
. .. 

· ,.,.J.J llfr. 1'ols~ . 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED P(O,P.,lf".· , ::: ~~,:!!'4P 
. ._,\ Mr. lklt•J.'~'E=__ I 

20 WEST 40th STREET, NE½' YORK l8, N. Y Mr: Cl(ir,g __ 

December 17, 1952 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Last week in Florida the enclosed 
me reading: 

card 
\ 

.) 

Mr. rn:w ln 
llfr. l ·! :i.drn.? 

' . n1r. H1\, t' U,. ·- I 

l\:lr. I.P.11.d1lin_ 
Mr. l\1Jbr _____ _ 

Mr. Winterrowd~ 
Tele. Rovm __ _ 
Mr. Holloman_ 
Miss Gan·dy_ 

was given 6 
b7C 

7 

I 

J 
1 
)f 

b6 J 
and.~,,,___.,,,,_.=--' 
wil be glad 

at b6 
b7C 

b7C 



Keep N eg;roes Ouf of White 
Schools 

,., 

JOIN NOW! 

P. 0. Box .11~2 

Station A 

Sn:o ?eters1bw.1rgp 1Fiowu<dl¢~ 
"-t 



w,os 
r' 

April U. 19SS 

-»-~~M,), '< .. -.\N~OA: ~., vi, MR. TV1..;..IJ~~ 
Mh.. il..ADD 
!,~k. i41, H")j..~ 

1'1 l ~ • a..'. ...,,t.,i.,4', 

Duruia U. c•11l'ae oi m.y c:oaqraatlon wU.b U.. 

.. 

Attor AeY, '-iieA.u·al on auot.b.er ix1a~ ineiabone.cl Ua&t Mr-. 1h alt•~ 
,..,, , ., hit«: •mt lli• Jt"i)o~ lrorn lb...1Q'attonal .A• •ociati,;,A !or tu Advaace--

~ __, • r ,~G~ -
n~ent ol Colored )?eople a iie--c(>r.nm~ io to •ee lntn i'.r"i4ay at •:30 • 
.. Ue wondef'~d U we 1-d anyU:aint lD the ii.-14 of <,ivu R11ata wMcb 
~ Olol,Wht. to know abo1.&l. 1 told him l did U(.)t but that U miJhl •e well 
t!i)l" !ill to- prepare, a memor•ndllD.i foi- hh:n oa U... tbiaa• t.baC uve ~een 
done; tbat we Ila,.. ILMl • p~eu•, ¥ood i-ccord i,s U&at He!d 111ul Nr-. \ lu.te 
'-• beeu t'atb.tr conunelldator•, ol u• in la,ttei·• •• well •• •ome of l\u1 
ai-~cle•. l •tat..d 1 did pot lulliw -.hat &i'ail he wu oa aow; UJat he 
vety -rdeJt\ly aupport.lo ou~ pHth!ln 111. the ~,vu ~•~llt• caaea ,n ~e~ 
Yutk aacl al•o IA tha ca••• iQUiated iu lt.~s.ann. l e&a~cl it ml6ht ..Je 
well for &la to baw a memos-a1ldgm aloni Ull• hue 10 Uaat if oc baa 
any griU~i•m• or compt.ittt• 1d 1•••' tw, lbe Atlo.r••Y ueneral, c,1,a. 
,~mt 01,1t tbe aoo4, ~ua1• the Uepatrtment has doi.,e. (.fhc Atl1.1tney 
Geuea-at •tated tbi.t wo~ld be very ~lpt1o1l ano l tflld. bun 1 W-1)\.ILd bave 
a. mtrnot&ad'1m to llim witbi.o dl4t- ne~~ c.lay. 

' 
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3r. falter Wh.ite 
~zecuttua Secretary 
National Aosociatton for 

Aducn~eMent of Colored 
20 ;rent E'ortte "i.h ,~itrf3at 
J{er J Tork ltJ., New Torlr 

Lac, r U.r • .lfh t te: 

{r .. " 

~ I1 waa a pleceure to recQtue your fine Jetter o( 
December 21, 19!.,31 u:itn enclosures, ancl 1 WGl.J po.rt1()ulc:rly 
,~iorae~ed in seeing the copy of your cablegram to th~ t~rre 
·"'vro JY;>; 's w,io lwuti rfi/ua&d repatria-tjon. It we.a s~1;rt!-.,..u J. y 
well prepared. · -

, / in l tne w-. th our co,weraat:ion., you may /eel J'rcc to 
"r·' uttJ. i:1e t1.e /allQWi,ng statement of m,Jne rela-/Jtue to your riacUo 

provrarri: 

" 
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~ . I .,: ADDIIIHr NAc:APl:OP.,_, N. Y. ., . LONClACRII •-88110 • . . .,./ __ .,,...~ •• ---~=----,_.....,·==-=-~· 
•" . --

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
. 

20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 1\H • ... 
,, 

Allt~ATIOO~ 
I • • ... 
I • ' tec::1 iS U~J~LP~S ......_.-... ~...... December 21, 1953 
' 

:: 
, , . .. I 

,~ . lll.l ~ _ st. Gs.·~ fi3s·;;i2 
I ~ ~•·/,,1£' ~ f.3/9/ :;:;c'. ':/ '97,' : g,. ( , ., 
~ .. Yfear Mr. Hoover: 1---. 

I ~ r •• 

I / . -·-·-,/ ,1 'when you -told me the other evening in Harvey, s Restaurant - ~ -
1 / that·my radio program was no longer heard in Washington I 

/ was quite surprised. But as I said the.other,rl\itht , the 
/ public seems to prefer Mil ton Berle to vial ter"'-Whi te. 

I am glad to say, howevef; -~lfat..=-the--..._Jtrogram is still heard 
over WLIB in New Yor ,'and in Boston,~ t. Louis, Los Angeles 
and one or two 

7
~fger cities/ \ ~~ 

I 
//,,Y . i , ~ 

I was particuJarly pleased at your .comment , about the pro-
gram. I have1tr1ed ~to do ,as intelligent ana'honest a pro­
gram as I was capable of qoingr. It means considerable 
extra work in a very crowded schedule, but I have been glad 
to do it because I believe ~was bringing guests and infor­
mation to the American public which was somewhat different 
from that on any other program. But because the program is 
carried in most places as a sustaining one, there just isn't 

I '--. money to cto the kind of promotion' which is required in these 
times. Enclosed is a listing of guests 'who have appeared 

~during the past year, to which someday I will be honored to 
l~ add your name • 

~' ' ' ' , ; do ~;; :o'u. :o~i: ha~teard last week 1 s program when b 6 
1 I who was a prisoner,of war in Korea b7c 

or l~ays;o d a illing story of h9w the Communists 
at first attempted to rbribe him to turn ,against delllocracy 
and then tortured ,him horribly when he~ efused t o do so. They 
made the quite erroneou~ approach bel'"ieving that he would be 
a pushover because he is a Negro. Incidentally, I may do 
an article for LOOK Magazine on how Negro American POW 1 s 
resisted Communist propaganda to a greater extent than other 
Americans, according to Army G-2. ' · 

!And here is a copy of a cablegram I sent Thursday to the three 
Negro POW' s among the twenty-·two Americans who thus far re­
fused repatriation. I am rel.Lably informed that at least .,. 
two of the three Negroes are «~ager to come home but are in­
timidated by some of the othe:r Americans. I do hope that a 
~~-~:._:~~ORDfD-:>IJ )Ut-_3:J f ,;/ If./- f 

~J ,~ ·>"~. fl-Ee,-1,!.i;, ,O@@ INDEXED - 20 / ~a ~m':., J ~ 
alfv ,ou~s NOW • , _ • ·,:: •• ' '?'l" - / / I 

/ 
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-2- December 21, 1953 

this cablegram may induce them to change their minds. 

I/
Returning to the radio program. I would very much appreciate 
the letter you agreed to send me expressing your opinion of 
it. I believe it and several others, including one from the 
War Department, may possible restore tne program to Washing­
ton and perhaps cause it to be heard in other cities. 

Walter White 

Mr. J.~Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

~1IosJres 
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Guests who have appeared on the _W8::!.'!:e~_t_: Show - WL+B 
\ 

!J 

\I 
Mrs.\Eleanorjtf{oosevelt 

cenator HubeD~phrey 

Mx. Avere~rim~ 

Senatir st~~f~uver 
I ' t 

Wal te ther I 

Chestell-"iffiwles 

Dr. Channin~ H .:--'Ptrbia s 

L - _.., __ ~ 
Rep. J~cob K 

'" 

Sena tor Herber-rI:'erunan / 

Hait1, -~~~~gloire 

Mrs. Clare Booth~e \ 
\ 

Rep. Helen Gahaga~uglas 

Wayn~se 

.. _Georg eany 1 

/ . ,, 
Senator Irvin~es 

/ I 

I 

I , 

• I \ 

Bishop H:2:,, To.o~errill 

Gov. Lui . oz~r1n -. 
W. Stuart~ington'' 

Franklin D.~sevelt, Jr. 
r 

..__ ______ ____JKPOW-Korea) 

Robert F~gner 

(POW-Kaea) b6 
b7C 

-
/[ ... ,, -•n.s,.. 
.lhJ0} q t ~~ 

b6 
b7C 

I 

b6 
b 7C 
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• 1 uOMl?8TIC SERVICE \. 

rE s·1~ E·R~~uu Chock the cl11.111 of ~rvloodcalred; 
0UterW1Be thie mesaace wtll be <:; 

eorit aa • {Clh"r:.t,3 telegram ·"':1 u N 0 I N 
. 

FULL RATE 
SERIAL TE!,EGqAM 

DAY NIGHT 
LmER LETTER Ir 

W P MARSHALL PRE61DENY 

NO. was •CL. Of SVC, PD OR COLL C-'SH NO CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 

" NAACP 20 West 4otn ot. 
Send 1/r, ol/ow/rr mu,o • 1Mb ,., 10 It• • /< II ll , ~ I t rm, 011 ~ark /u,,of, wh,di "'• htr,by "i'"•d to 

JNE 1 - 3 BOOK MESSAGE , DEJ.ERRED CABLE DECEMBER 17, 1953 

I 

JNE 1 

CO NEUTRAL NATIONS REPATRIATION COMMISSION 
PANMUNJOM, KOREA 

~E 2 ., 
CO NEUTRAL NATIONS 
PANMUNJOM, KOREA 

REPATRIATION 

,L.:.!1UJI.WJ.2IV1 b Si; RY <; E '" 
Cbeok th, claA ot oervioo dea1red, 

oUierwwe tb,s m~o will be 
aentnt tbe full tGte 

f'ULL lETTER 
RATE TELEGRAM 

VICTORY SHIP 
"\_LETTER RADIOGRAM 

TIME FILED 

b6 
b7C 

I~ 

.,~ 
·.-t JNE. ,3 

1 I 

... . ' 

. ,: 

c/o NEUTRAL NATIONS 
PANMUNJOM, KOREA 

REPATRIATION 

AS A FELLOW NEGRO AMERIUAN MAY I URGE YOU RECONSIDER YOUR ABANDONMENT 

OF DEMOCRACY AND EMBRACING OF COMMUNISM. I DO NOT FOR A MOMENT .ASSERT 

THAT FULL FREEDOM FOR THE AMERICAN NI~GRO HAS BEEN WON OR THAT WE ARE YET 

NEAR THAT GOAL. BUT DURING THE THIR~~Y-FIVE YEARS I HAVE BEEN PRIVILEGED 

TO WORK FOR JUSTICE AND TOTAL EQUALI~:y THROUGH NATIONAL A:SSOCIATION FOR 

ADVAl~CEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE I HAVE SEEN MANY CHANGES FOR THE BETTER. 

THERE HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS SUCH CHANGES SINCE YOU LEFT. YOU NOW SERVE IN 

AN UNSEGREGATED AMERI~AN ARMY AND IN WASHINGTON, D. C., TODAY YOU CAN 

EAT IN ANY RESTAURANT, WHICH WAS NOT TRUE WHEN YOU LEFT. UNlTED STATES 

SUPREME COURT HAS JUST HEARD ARGUMEN~~S ON ABOLITION OF SEGREGATION IN 

ALL PUBLIC EDUCATION. WE ARE CONFIDJlliT THAT WE HAVE AN EXCELLENT 

CHANCE Or' WINNING. BUT IF WE DO NOT WE SHALL GO BACK AGAIN AND AGAIN TO 

6 
~ ~If;~ c~~~t ~~Li~ ~ ~ 

1 fttMilfi0"7[mc>re- ~ur,,"1~ 



~ DOMESTIC SERVICE \.. A "l¥C£f,S T·E. R 1~@,, .. 
.J r :liT:.PNIN.&T11n1~L "'-~uv.r -s- '--

Cbocktlll,qlwoloorvfovduired'; . . Cbeclc I.ho c~or •orvloodeoirad: 
othonn,o thia m09$0iO will be olbor..taa, lhill mwiige Mil be 

sent as II lullh~o w,rrqm eantal the full rate 

FULL RAT£ -9ERIIIL .·u N I 0 N FULL LETTER 
TELE!,RP "I RATE TELEGRAM 

DAY NIGHT VICTORY SHIP 
UTTER LETTER 

W P MARSHALi_, PRESIDENT 
"\LITTER RAO I OGRAM 

NO. WDS.•CL, OF SVC. PO ORCOLL.. CASH NO, CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED 

S4nd th, /ol/ow/n1 nr11sa11•, •idi/•CI lo lh• 1"'1,u on 6uk tur,of, wMch are hor,by a1,ud lo 

-2-

THE COU~TS OF LAW AND OF PUBLIC OPINION UNTlL EVERY VESTIGE OF SEGRE­

GATION OB DISCRIMINATION BASED ON RACE, RELIGION, COLOR OR NATIONAL 

ORIGIN IS ELIMINATED FROM AMERICAN LJFE. WE URGE YOU TO COME HOME AND 

JOIN IN THAT FIGHT. 

WALTER WHITE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ADVANCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE 
20 West 40th Street, New York, N. Y. 

I~ 
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Traaai t. ib! .tonwtac T•l•t.,,. • I..... "9: BUR EA u 

itAS A MEMBER CF' THE PRO COMMUNIST GROUP AND AS SUCH US A DISRUP'I'ER OF 

NAAC:; A:ii'FAIRS 'ID SUCH A.~ F.XTENT THAT W'iTTE·FlNALLY RJ~!'0R'.t'E.'D HIM '!Y) DIREC'roR 

{ 
1 

HOOVIB AND ADVISED 1'HE DIRECTOR IBA T IF I'l' WAS NECE.:;sARY TO .. ,~D A MAN JN TO 

'1'HE NAACP OOE SHOULD BE SELECTED WHO WOULD NOT 'llSRUP"..' .,.....fli: AS"'PTJ'!'Y (}F lliE 

CRGA.Nl 1.P.TTON. SOME OF THOSE IN A 'T'TEli!Y'IAJl'CS Affl,'? v~ T() QIJ:'.~"'TCN ~.,R. WHT".'E 

FtTR'I'l'ER CONCF..RNI\'G THIS ll.A'I'J'ER Bl''J' ½J!--:RE UNABLl<'. 'JD Ct AIN h~ ":"".:TTC~u\L DF. 11 'A1LS. 

MP. WHITE ALSO ADVJ3'D THIS GROUP n-iA"' A SHOW!' 'l"Pff .. u,r 11: M1 ';' tffi. IKYWl•n. TN 

HAPVF,YS 1-fSTAUtU~11J'I 1N WASHING-TOO, D.C. WPl-;~p V"R. ':OOV'li'r.. 't!AC. "'! T':I" C0J'P.A:i1Y 

r., OF ONE ()f KJS AS3!8'J'ANTS. AS A PKiULT OF 'IP.~-, 1AJ,1', j'J"t" !":l.~CTQ[i S~T ~,~TE 

A LL'I'TI?n OF CuMMrNDATlC'N. Mii. ,,ITTTE DF.SCI IJ li'fJ THE l "''!'1"H AS "1H1!. LIKE C'l~ 

J' I ¼HICl-:1 Nrll' MA.'lY .P:i,OPLE IN THE us EV Ji. m,:; 1,JV:-,D. 11 1 ··ITJi, ADlJl,'D "I w, \JLD LCVr: 

~ l / '.lt HAVE Mc CABTHY CALL ME 'TC 'ffiSTIFY so 'THAT r cr'ULD : OT)UCr; THJ: L ,TTRR AS 

~_, i t.JJ I1~DIC,\'l'ICN OF THE TYPF.: OF CITIZEN I AM 11 • I IADVl::»11) THE 

FOLJ~?W iJE,Rfi: IN "-TTENDANCE DURING THE l-'OST .&ANQUJ::T G,\THERDJG: 

NJWh() NAACP STATE ... I _________ , t'EGhO, A'.'!D! ________ _ 

._ ______ _.!AL.Sc ADVISJ~n THAT AT 'l'HE rHEsr:~T TIN,E I....._ ______ __ 

.. NEGHO, I~ I FOR NAACPo ACCC'f'T)ING Tq._ __ ____. 

,~J l jcCNFIDf.N'l'IAL JNFORMJLNT,I !UNDE;F? TJH<' NA1w: 

,,o, I ATTENDl!-D THE LENIN SCHOOL AT 1JOSCOW. THE A.30VE IS ~G 

1A,.""'"~ -e j, 0 F 
~ ........ (.) SUEMJTTE.'D 'li'QR THF INFO TJ-.'E BURJi'.AU -~D NO FURTHER INQUIRY r\JLL BE MADE IN wts 

[j . ~ 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 

I ,, 

:; , ~ ·_ -, 1,!A 'l'TJ::R TJACB. ~l, ~ >/ ~ vl, 1A r:.!'" ~~ t't , \ . 
[A~\J .,,- ;i \,' KF:LLY 001 MR, U!:l ~~ . ~ -.J.... , t\ _ A,~r ai.:~:·v111on ~ 

..r \. · -? ,,..,,. r, _. '-1 • •" \ Ii J 4' txi6f, 1;,i•,iu .01vum .... 
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1 Mr. Hollomun­
Ml :J GLW~- -

WASH 5 FROM PHILA 2•25•54 6~25 PM EST /1-. i.fE?' 
_/or RECTOR,•• ..,ATTENTION _ASSISTANT TO DIRECTOR NICHOLS,,•• ,URGENT 

. . / ,..,_,,...,.....,, . 
FOLLOWING APPEARS IN COLUMN BY WALTER WHITE, HEADED ·Q:t}(;)+t IS NOBODY 

fl 
SAFE ... SMEAR OF WARREN RAISES QUESTION ~ IN ISSUES FEB. '·"·"~•-.. 

. " . I \. 
ThlENTYFIFTH, THE EVENING BULLETIN, PHILA ... ~E HOW WIDESPREAD AND ,, 

IMMEDIATE rtti DANGER IS TO THE REPUTATION or EVERY MAN, WOMAN AND cHILd : 

IN THE UNITED STATES WAS REVEALED TO TH!S °COMMENTATOR RECENTLY BY o•1 -\ 
0F THE ABLEST AND MOST CONSERVATIVE LAWYERS IN THE UNITED STATES J ' , 

(\. 

HE _T.OLD ME IN DAZED UNBEL1EF HOW A GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATOR H.AD \ 
' ' 

TO IHS OFF ICE TO MAKE ENQUIRIES ABOUT THE LOYALTY ~ND " . 

r,x)RAL CHARACTER OF ONE OF T~E NATIO~-s TOP BANKERS WHO, HAD MADE G o~i/ 
FINANCIAL SACRIFICES DURING AND A.FTER THE WAR TO SERVE HIS COUNTR / ~ :•: ,' 

. . ' ...... ,~-' '-..: 

BRILLIANTLY. THE LAWYER WAS SO INDIGNANT THAT SO ABLE AND UN ~E LFi •H ,< ,:-JL,y? jll •' 

A CITIZEN SHOULD BE SUBJECT ED TO THE HUMILIATION OF ENQUIRY AMON ~I~< 
. \ . . 
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OJft~;:Me~r:Atitm • 
... 

UNITED STAA GO;~~N;;;NT 
' ~ 

TO Mr. Tolso~/~/h • ~9 ~:M~~ .. DATB: Feb. Z6, '19~~-'f'li~~ 
Cl•4K-­
Glo ,.,_ 

~· J 
. . -,-:r,:l;G'/!B. Nichols ALL I F\I FORM AT!O ~' r'Q ~TA I Nro 

",...,..,,.,.,,li,•.r __,;, •• r;:__ 

-1;~~ t:~~;1eo H rnF ii l IS U w:1 4S~i Fl~ 
S@@l®~Safl~, DArE 1/r&i BY:1fv Gs ~ 
f@\'ffl ~,,, With reference to the t~type from the Phi adelphia 

Field Office reporting the item in Walter White !,s? column in the 

I Philadelphia Evening Bulletin for February 25th, referring to an Agent 
apologizing for making an investigation of one of the nations top bankers 
on the ground an anonymous letter forced him to make the investigation, 
I de sire to advise I talked to White about this today and asked White if 
he could identify the case for me, although I was not interested in 
inquiring into his sources of information. White stated his source of 

II 
information was a very reputable, conservative lawyer; that he would 
vouch for this lawyer on a stack of Bibles. He stated the lawyer had 
told him the story two or three weeks ago and also related that other 
persons intervi~wed had commented o~ the waste of time in investigating 
the banker; that the lawyer would be in New York on Monday and White 

lj 
would prefer to talk to the lawyer and get his approval to furnish me 
the full story which the lawyer had told him, along with the identification 
of the case. 

White stated his item in his column was not intended to 

I 
be critical; that the lawyer was not critical of the FBI but was critical 
of the system and of placing unnecessary burdens on the FBI. I told White 
I, of course, did not want to disp~te him but if this were the case, then I 
thought he could have made this point clear in his column; that any person 
reading the column would construe this as a disclosure of some impropriety 
on the part of the FBI; that we, of course, were not protesting that at the 
moment because we did not know the facts; that we wanted to get the facts 
and if the facts supported what White said, we wanted to look into them; 
if they did not , we would want, ,of course, to have the correct facts used. 

~ ~ ~ 

White , stated he thoroughly agreed and would call me on 

Tr•Cl'--

::•~Y "d-
e , Room-
0Uo11i10-s, __ _ 

M11• Gandy-

Monday. If he does not call me on Monday, I will get after him on E5 

Monday afternoon. ~ • ,,, ~ / • .fl,_ ) I• ' ~ 

cc: Mr. Boardman ft J • ~ tJJ 

Mr. Belmont ~ -..~ • .,.,... ~ . ~ ~,J_,r 
8
~ 

~~ ;~' 
~ ........ ....,.......... . ft~-/ I ?Y' -;\~ ,J 

u. . 6~: , 0 

E.i'\. · 1lfd1 ~n ,. ~ ~3 APR 2~95 .. ~~y V fd 
lt~i\)t.v · · PER$. ~ .J:'Q z 
I :,,:,1.· ~ =--~ ::> 

...\-1 , ~ 
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• • 
Memorandum to Mr. Nichols March 3, '1954 

RECOMMENJJAT ION: 

(l} That SAC Kelly of the New rork O.ffioe be telephonically 

interview with Webster in June, 1953, during the inuestigation b7c 

!
instructed to immediately question SA! I concerning hts b6 

o.f1 jand that SAO Kelly be instructed to obtain a detailed 
memorandum from I I concerning this matter. 

(2) In the event that SA I I denies having mentioned 
an anonymous letter regarding1 ! to Webster, it is felt that 
SAC K"elly should be instructe to personally contact Webster and 
inquire when the interview was ,::onducted tn which mention was made 
o/ the anonymous letter. In thi~S regard, it is noted that the 
interview with Webster by the New York Office was in June, 1953, 
whereas the item concerning the interview did not appear in Walter 
White's column until February 251 1954--etght months later. It 
has further been noted that other gouernmental agencdtes bauel. in 
the past., e:xpressed interest in( ~ ~e ~ ~~"" L ~.s:,(P 4" l'l 
f'!>~ '>IS. D 6 >- Tt,.1 \I, 4,. ~ ~1 _,' t'fJN 6,t-t''i,,~.- ' 

, (' I 

- 2 .. 
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• Memorandum to Mr. Nichols Maroh 3, 1954 

IJETA·ILS: 

By memorandum to Mr. Tolson dated February 26, 1954, 
you advised that the Philadelphia Offi~e had re~orted a~ item . 
had appeared in Walter White's column 1,n the Ph1,ladelph1,a Eueni·ng 
Bulletin on February 25, 1954, referring to an Agent apologi2ing 
for conducting an inuestigation of one of the Nation's top bankers 

I on the ground that an anonymous le.tter fo reed him to ma°Ke the 
inuestigation. 

In your memorandum of February 26, 19541 you advised 
that you had talked to Walter White concerning this matter and 
had asked White if he could identify the case. White said his 
source of information was a very reputable, conseruatiue lawyer 

ll 
and that he would uouch for the lawyer "on a stack of Bibles." 
According to White, the lawyer related thav other persons 
interviewed had commented on the waste of time in investigating 
the banker. White said he would talk to the lawyer and get 
his approval to .furnish you the full story. Additionally, White 
stated his column was not intended to be critical and that the 
lawyer was not critical o/ the FBI but was critical of the 
system and of placing unnecessary burdens on the Bureau. You 
told White that anyone reading the column would construe it 
as a disclosure of some impropriety on the part of the FBI; 
that the Bureau wanted to get the facts and if the facts support 
what White said, we wanted to look into them. If the facts 
dtd not bear out the allegation, howeuer, the Bureau would want 
to haue the correct facts used. 

In connection with this memorandum of February 261 
1954, the Director noted, "Try and get this nailed down. H. 11 

. On March 1 1 1954, Walter White called you to adutse 
that he had seen the lawyer who had been the source for the 
item which had appeared in his column in the Ph tladelphia. 
Evening Bulletin on February 2t.i, 1954. White identified the 

• raource as Bethr;fel Webster, Pret:ident of the New York City Bar 
ssociation. Accordi,ng to White, Webster felt without any 

criticism whatever toward the Bureau that it·was highly improper 
to investigate a man of the standing of the banker t s · 
o some craz letter. He identi 'ed ,~--....,__ _______ -----'I 

- ?. .. 
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• • 
Memorandum to Mr. Nichols uarch 3, 1954 

C, 

J...,..,_ ........ .,..,.,.,.,._..,t ~ J .a"_.~: i.~ ~!8~,_} J .! .✓,. r-RE BUREAU INYESlGAllWv •g,L cs:Y. t\,r-~ ')/,~ · - - -- 1 
Bufi,les reflect thatl ihas been inuestigated 

only on one occasion by the Bureau.n June and JU,ly, 1953, 
the Bureau investigated I I as an Atomic Energy Act 
applioant. The investigation was requested by the Atomic 
Energy commission and was oonducted by the Bureau in accordance 
with its responsibiltttes under public Law :/1298 o/ the 82nd 
aongresa, passed on Aprils, 1952. Following recetpt o/ an 
Atomic Energy commission personnel security questionnd.i•re, 
the Bureau's A.EA applicant investigation was opened on JU,ne 5, 
1953. Copies of the letter opening the investigation were sent 
to new York1 Washington Field Office, Boston and Baltimore. 
~ I 

on JU,ne 22, 1953, Sherman Adams, Assistant to the 

!

president, wrote the Director tequesting name checks1and 
investigations on individuals who were being considered /or 
Presidential appointments. Included in the list of 1ndtvtduals 
under the "name cheolrs" category was I I By letter dated 
Jr.me 28, 1953., the Di rector advised Mr. Adams that the Bureau 

b6 
b7C 

was conducting an Atomic Energy Act applicant investigation 
relative t~~----pnd that Mr. Adams would be promp~lu aduised 
of the results upon the complet;ion of the inqutry. ...I ______ u 

By le i;te r dated July 17, 1953, the D> r•r• r .fur> shed 
I/Mr • .Adams eleven in1Jestigattue reports concerning as well 
j as Photostatic copies o/ hearing~ held before the Spec ta 

aommtttee of the committee on Jfilttary A.ffatra, Hous~e 
Representatives, on February 2r,', 1945, pertaining to 

b6 
b7C 

Copies o/ the in1Jesttgative reports were, o/ course, a so 
furnished to the Afomtc Eqergy oommission, and coptes ~f 
reports concerningl._ ___ __,Jalso were furnished to ONI. !.._ ____ __, 

By report dated JUly l, 1953, SAi I 
reported the results of investigation conducted by the New rorK 

.--¥1-'"""'-"i:.::c~e':......rn connection with the ..4lEA applicant tnvestigation of 
on page 8 and 9 of th1s report an intervtew with 

Be -~ Webster, president of the Asaociation o/ the Bar of the 
City o/ New rork, is set forth. Webster r·s reflerted in the 
report as commenting favorably concerning._ ____ ~_ ~~-------' 

- 4 -
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Memorandum to Mr. Ntchols }JO. re h 3, l 9.54 

RE ANONTMOUS LETTER PERTAINING TO I I BELIEVED POSSIBLY 
IDENTICAL TO ANONYMOUS LETTER REFERRED TO IN WHITE'S COLUMN: 

I 

~

, e uest for Report on Loyalty Data" form 
concerning dQ.ted October 6, 1950, was /or.warded to b6 
the Bureau by ~1~tate Department in 1950. A review of b7c 

Q at that ~tme reuealed considerable informati,on on 
BY m-emorandum dated December 27, 1950, the Dtreotor 

De uty Attorney General peyton Ford of the receipt 

lo/.---___._.lo alty form and of information in Bu/iles . 
concerning ___ .,..... Included in the informatton furnished 
peyton For was e following: 

I 
"In an• anonymous letter to the president dated 
September 281 19451 information was set out con-
cerningr I .rn this letter the individual 
who wroie the letter stated that he had served 
Withr ltn Military 
Intelligence. A State Department co act a 
that the author of thts letter was a.__ __ ...,,_--~ 

who was at one ·ttme attached to the 
The letter stated that whe~n--~ 
came into Military Intelligence; '"-----....-....,....,---i im numerous young lawyers who 

were personally loyal to him from his own law 
firm and similar law trms and included in thts 
group was 
Regarding::::::::::::::-ro ___ o_m_m_u_n __ i_s---e-...-ie---s,-' 
the writer of this oommunication stated 'he haa 
been the vigorous leac'ier of a pro-aommunist group 
wtthin G-2 to a potnt where he attempted to have 
the truth presented not from the simple .American 
point of view bu,t tn ·t;h,e light most favorable 
to the Russians. .A s·tudy of the personnel in G-B 
will reveal that he p11rmttted officials with 
known Communist leanings to sit in positions 
where they could in/111,ence the presentation o/ 
intelligence.' The l11tter continued 'There ts a 
saying in G-2 thatj jwould not 
have lasted one week t/ his former law partner, 

---~1 were not in a position of importance. '" 

·- 5 -
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Memorandum to 11r. Nichols March 3, 1954 

At the conclusion of the memorandum to peyton Ford 
dated December 27, 1950, the Di rector stated, "Your optn ion 

ll
is requested as to the advisability of conducting a loyalty b 6 
investigation of( lbased on the foregoing information. b7c 
II no investigation is desired, please advise whether the 
in/ormatton set out above should be referred to the Civil Service 
commission and the employing agency or whether the loyalty form 
should be returned ma r'/red 'no d talo yal data, FBI files. '" 

I I 
The Bureau periodically followed this matter with 

Deputy Attorney General peyton Ford. BY memorandum dated 
I August 20, 1951, Peyton Ford advised the Director, "The file 
I tn this case, including a copy o.f' your confidential memorandum 

of December 27, 1950, has been brought to the attention of 
Honorable Donald s. Dawson, Admttdstrattve Assistant to the 
president, who has in turn brought it to the attention of the 
secretary of State. This action was taken in order that the b6 
top officials who are concerned with the important matters in b7c 
whichj jis engaged might be made aware of the allegations. 

"rt has been concluded by Mr. Dawson and the State 
Department that in view of the very vague and rather nebulous 
nature of the charges, whtch seem to apply to someone else 

II rather than to I I an investigation i,s not ,;u.sti,,fi,ed. 
:rn vtew of this no investigation is required." ~._ _____ __, 

By memorandum dated September 6, 1951, Deputy 
Attorney General peyton Ford advised the Di,rector, "In view 
of the action which has been taken of furnishing the informatton 
to the secretary of State, it would ap~ear that it would be 
sufficient to note on the form I jloyalty form) that 
information in the files of the .F'edera Bureau of Investigation 

b6 
b7C 

\
has been furnished to the Secretary o/ State with an added ' 
notation that no investigation is being conducted." _! ______ _ 

Regarding the anonymous letter to the President dated 
September 28, 1945, concerningf 1 it is to be notedwat the 
File Review Unit has checked a21 auai1able references to in an 
effort to determine whether the lmreau has a record of in orma ion 
pertaining to this~ anonymous lett;er being furnished to the New York 
Office. Several references tol !were out of file and not 
located; however, nearly 200 .were. rev1,ewed by the Ftle Revi,ew 8ecti,on, 
and none of these dtsc~ose that the information concerning the 
t~nonymous letter had been furnished to the New York Office. 

- 6 -



• • 
Memorandum to )Ir. Nichols March 3, 1954 

In regard to Beth111~l Webster, a Loyalty of Govern ... 
ment Employees investigation concerning Webster was conducted 
tn 1949-50. The tnvestigation was terminated by Webster.'s 
termination of employment with the Department of the Army 
in January, 1950. It should be noted that in an ''Application 
for Federal Employment Form" e:cecuted by Webster in 1949, 
I lwas listed as a reference. (121-20897-14) 

RE SA! I NW YORK OFFICE: 

SAJ . is the FBI Agent who 
interviewedebster in regard t A brief review of 

b6 
b7C 

his personnel file reveals that .__ ___ ~entered on duty 
as a Special Agent May 12, 1947, an that hr has been assigned 
to the New york Of /tee since May 27, 1950. _ l has 
been in GS-12 since August, 1951. In his last efficiency 
rating, dated March 31, 1953, I !was rated as satisfactory 
and the notation was made that he showed capability for 
additional responsibility. It was observed that he had been 
assigned to the applicant sectic>n of the New rork Offi,ce for 
the entire period of April 1, 1952; to March 31, 1958. He 
was described as being mature and as possessing good judgment 
and discretion. It was observed that he had been asstgned 
to the most complicated tnvestigatipns on the applicant squad 
and had handled these assignments in an entirely satisfactory 
manner. It wa~ noted that he had been assigned to interviewing 
prominent persons and that his contacts all had been handled 
well and he had proven himself to be an able representative 

lo/ the Bureau. Additionally, his attitude toward his work was 
described as »consistently e~cellent," his voluntary overtime 
was well above the office average and his performance was "well 
above ave rage." I I b6 

b7C 

It has previously been noted in this memorandum that other 
government agencies have shown an interest in! !and that 
information c nee ntng the anonymous letter to the President 
pertaining to.__ __ ~is known to agencies other than the Bureau. 
I !interv ew with Webster took place in June, 1953; 
whereas, the reference to Webster being interui,ewed di,d not appear 
in Walter White's column until February 25, 1954--eight months 

l

later. It is not unreasonable to suspect that an inuestigator 
from another gouernment agency may have interuiewed Webster some­
time between July, 1953, and February, 1954, and made the statement 
concerntng the anonymous letter. 

- '? -
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SVIIJBCT : COMINi'IL NAACP, IS-C • 

Reference is made to the Air-Tel from New York, dated ~arch Z, 1954,f"i,..JP.,,,.~~ .,,._.a: ~-\1--11~
1 

conce~Jlina th~· a._bove-captioned m~tter; on page Z of which there i• a ttatement,~hat,i>,, 
.. ~~e·i',~White told a, .g~011P ·which met. at the home b~ !after :~e 

-·NAACP ba-nque't' on January 30, -1954, that after recently meeting Mr, 'Ho?Ver in _ 
.Harvey's, Mr. Hoover 1ent White a lettur of comme.ndation, The Director noted: 
"Let me see this letter." 

./~ 
,. , 

_I 



. . , 
UNITED STA .. GOVERNMENT 

• ATB: March 12, 1954, A ~ 
b6 ro'1oon¥ 

TO 

0 ~~~ 
COLUMN BY WALT~. Wl;IJTK. REGARDING~i@tlb@W ~ll!Jtatt~~.i11.~ 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

ALLEGED FBI INVESTIGATION oE_l ------'$@@V®~~rlA1J!T~ 
'11 7141 / Traoy __ "'-f ,rm ..,. '.!I ll&r'oo .-

Re t ere n oe is made to the memorandwn .from Mr. Jones to ··~;:=--­
Mr, Niohols, dated March 3, 1954, concerning the above-captioned Toll, Room_ 

tJ matter, • . ::; _ ___, 

1~ It , ill be remembered that White wrote a newspaper 
column in th Phila~elphi,Jl.~lletin on 2/25/54 referring to an Agent 
apologizing to a lawyer for oonduotTng an investigation of one of the 
nation's top bankers on the grounds ~hat an anonymous letter foroed 
him to make the investigation, After Mr. Nichols talked to White, 
White identified the lawyer as Bethuel Webster, the President of 
the New York City Bar Association. 

In the referenced memorandum it was recommended that SAC 
Kelly or the New York Office, find out t'rom ... l __________ _ b6 

b7C of the New York. Office, who interviewed Web,ter in connect1
1
on with 

an Atomic Energy App11oant investigation of~_l _ _,_--.,......-~_(the 
banker involved), in June, 195.3, as t .o whether he mentioned an ,1 
anonymous letter to Webster and that 1tj !denied it, then i 
Kelly was to interview Webster to get his story and to explain to \ \ 
him that the investigation by the Bureau in JUJle, 1953, was oonducted ' 
pursuant to an Act of Congress and that the Bureau had no alternative 
except to oonduct the investigation. _ J1,,v . } 

At 10 :·05 A.M., 3/8/54, Mr. Kelly was appropl'iately advised 
by the writer. At 5:45 P.M.~ the same date, SAC Kelly advis~d that I¾ 
there was ;o re;~r:n:~ .ir the New York f~iles to aw anonymous letter _,t-, ~ 
involving!_ __ _ _ _and that Agent_ !had been interviewea~ l 
by Mr. Kei y an a a ed e did not know of any letter and certainly ~ 1~ 
did not mention any letter to Mr, Webster; that! !recalled~:\', 
the interview - that Mr, Webster was very courteous and spoke well of 'l Q-.., I I and that the interview was completely without incident. J 

11 

, ~~ ~ 
The reterenoed memorandum referreafo·an anonymous letter l'/f ~ 

which had been written to the President o Se tember 28, 1945, b6 '- --....:;: 

concernLJncipally, °'!"'"""l~-,--,--;::--r-y------rr-~---"TT" but 1 t did b ?c ~ 
mention and,.......~~._.......,... f wasn or e oonneotion 
between and .__ ___ _,and th~ fact thatc:=J~~~~1);1g ~ o=j) ! 

l(t~RDED - 9- ~~ef!P-' r- i3i i.. 

00: Mr. Nichole INDEXED• 9 ,-.... ) :~ 
~1 APR 2]. \954 ..w 

)AlLINFORMATION·r,ONTAINEB=- . ==· 8 

~ER(IN IS UNCLASSIFIED. ~:1,•: \, ,.: ~ · ~ 
S ~ MAY ? li'il)AT[ W1(~1 -BY Sf-/ Gsi/w ~ ,._ ·~-~~;~\ l ~ 

GCC :runb 
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, 
Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 

job, I !wouldn't be able to hold a job 1n 0 .. 2 because of his ~~c 
pro-Communis t attitude. 

I The referenced memorandum, Page 6, stated that nearly 200 
file references were reviewed and there was no indication that the 
New Y~pk Office had been advised of this letter. 

If 
After Mr. Kelly's oall, a complete review was made of our 

.files and this review definitely showsi that the New York Office did 
not receive any in.formation concerning the anon-ymous letter. 

Mr. Kelly then stated that he would interview Bethuel 
Webster at the earliest possible moment. 

, At 1:20 P.M., 3/12/511-, Mr, ~ l ~v oa[led and in the absence 
of the writer advised Supervisorlthat he had interviewed b6 
Bethu\i'A..&&.1iiLIUil..li'-li1&.....,,... d that Webster reca e hav n been contacted by b 7c 
Agent He stated that Agent mentioned no letter 
to ~ ,.;_- ~ £.Q g____ se :..__ ~~-p-~ fec_ ly _p.r~~er; 
t hat at no ] _~.,,...J'"'~ ~~e 8.EY. aip_o,~ ~ -s_ _fpJ" .l'!~ .... vJ]!S ~cf _ma]ce the 
Inva~~~- ie · me nt"~onW:cJJo~J;·~1f .. ,s<?U~egJ1i~ ~~QS~ <2_u~ __ 1~t_t~r 
~aLAAcora:l~~eliz'=-W~ ter _sa:~1l_Ji~, ~~n.-~othJ 11g about ,.,W, 
anonymous lett~r. Wel:>ster received SAC Kelly very well and stated 
tliat"- th'"e ltge'h'"t conducted his interview in a brief, bright and thorough 
manner. 

Mr. Webster spoke highly of the Director and indicated 
that he liked the Agents of the Bureau very muoh. Mr . Webster stated 
that he understood very well the Blll'eau•s position 1n conducting the 
investigation ofj I 

Mr. Kelly advised .that he was sending a detailed letter to 
the Bureau pertaining to this matter .--....~ 

RECOMMENDATION: 

I t woul d appear that either White or Webster is a l i ar . 
It is suggested t hat upon receipt of the letter from the New York 
Otfioe, cons i deration be given to . . . ·, oontaot1ng White and 
advising him that we have been in touch with Mr. Webster and that 
Mr. ,Webster completely denies t he story wbioh appeared i n White's 
oolwnn. 

.. 
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TO 

PltOM r 

SUBJECT: 

0 . 

r.: . -. ' -. -' '-­
s,•; ~ _ _: ~ _, 'GOVERNMENT 

.,./,' i/ /f••n ~ 
1 'V O ,. Lodd..k".:.... 

19 54 N1cbol• -
8cla,on1-

b6 
b 7C 

Cl"gR-­
Gln1r 
.Horbo 
11060 
Tru~-
Mob,~ 
Troc1or 

er wd_ 
ftlc. Room - " 

Hollom•a­
M11a G•ady-

I talked to Walter White about his column of February 25, I :f=>'i, 
°"'6 "1 l ptC>l,.,,.4 ~ 

J 

wherein he referred to a lawyer being indignant regarding an FBI investigation 
of an unselfish citizen and of an Agent apologetically stating he received an 

I 
anonymous letter. You will recall that Walter. subsequently informed me that 
his source was Bethuel Webster. We have talked to Webster and Webster did 
not support White I s statement~ 

In my conversation with White today, I advised him that we had 
talked to Mr. Webster in line with our previous agreement; that Webster did 
not support White in his comments. I outlined Webster's position as set forth 
in SAC Kelly's letter dated March 12, 1954. White stated he was dumbfounded 
because Webster vyas·quite, agitated when he talked to him, and when Webster 

II returns from Europe, he is going to tackle Webster about this, . In the meantime, , 
he appreciated 'l?eing set straight and would try to correct the 9uation. \ 

I ✓ , ' 
cc: Mr, Boardm

0

an ✓ -.· f ~ \'\ 
Mr. Rosen , "' 

✓ ~~ 
·,, ( ~ 

) 'l. 
V I 

I 

LBN:arm 

ALL fNFORMATfON CONTAINED ffEWRDED - ~ 
INDEXED. g 

' 
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Mr. J. l!.1~ar Hoover, 
feleral e~rea~ of In,estiiation, 

~asbingtoo, D.C • 

... 
Uet2 r Sir: in n 

rn ~~- --> i:,.,, 
r111 • • In~ t•1~1aion 1oterv1ew a •eei ago, you ,are quoteJ 

as aayin~ t~t tn~~atiooai Aaaociation tor tne Advancement of 
Co1ore ,1 Peoje -at,,-eng-agea . in f ,,;lrtbertng tbe aeei;?na ot" the t'ounJ 

.. E 
t'atnere or q ie o~ntry. Tb1t, at .least, •as _the qeneral me8nin_g 

o t yo1Jr eta\e11e1t Y 'ae I unaerstooa 1 t. · May I a-,, •bat it •ae, pr 

oiseiy,· tba:t yo" eaia? 0.r lf it •as a part of a:olile _lon ~ef ~1ecua-

eion \ft.a\ ••s pub.L-1,:ebeCl, wnere was the1 eublicatlon? ~J 

.liie many 



::::---- ----- - - -------- - -- , 
-- -- ..__ ----~----- - -

llaJ 31, 1Ht 

Deu[ ___ _JJ 
Yeu lllter of May 1a, 115'1, Ila ...._ reeet•ed 

......, Mr. •oonr'a •ac• fna th eltJ, 111d I am acn~...,_, .,. .... 
I bow Ile will appredate Uae laterut ntQ Jll'OIIIJfN 

ntc• .W.lala. 

llncenlJ yoan, 
~ 

\' 

" I, 
\ 

--»~~ ~ L 

V ...... "· Gandy ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Ille-'•- J.... - I Cu ~ --, -~# - t 

I ~ V 8 

. MAt! l~:E: Cerree)IOlldent ta not identifiable in/13ufiles. It li!:ed that 1 · 
( o,, 

,1 I 
1\ ' 

be Sa referring to comments made on the Mike Wallace televiaion program 
cm May 5, 195'7, at which time Wallace was interviewing a hip offlelal 
of the Ku Klux Klan. While the comments of Wallace are n~~ 
in Bufllea, it is believed that be had reference tea statemen~ro.t:'"-..id '?ff' 
Walter White, Executive Secretary of the National AssociatiQ\i,for ~ 
..,_ancement el. Colored People in December, 195~ in reaard to Wlflo 

f ' r~o pl'Olram. This statement, while not mentioning the N~P ~ c~ 

•~~ --; tlae force 9[);>W'C)tr,1,n»~,~ce and subveraion. &lbae · i,:::o ,. 
,.~-"" ii~: commented on the contribution being made by Wblte=• p &II uJ 

~ -n" -~ It ucertaln.-.J Wte11M allfffid91 er~oa ... a.for Ml'DieJ 
I ~~·::..·~, o,an yu lnve• t.Jaatim ln his_pe1f&paper column and further ID llafcb, IIN. 

JLJN~i< ~-,s;• alleptl t(! _halle bragg~.d of,WOlstt~Mim the Dlre.._.111 • 

! 
-~~ as maan•~• t. fTtje Dltecto¥ noted ilui ir regret now I •nt •el 

j )J ~ £~~ • 1.....- Ill view of tum Wblte has take9i8V••"-tn11vtew of above, it la nClt 
R·~ nr~~- r"' ~ 2•1Nb. le .. 1~ comment concerning correspondent's inqulrtes. i,r} 

1 ~fttf-W •~Al!~~ioM • .::, 1~ · 1 
- :?:>if'~ ,P ·l'll~f& •> ~ - -"' 
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